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“STRICTLY G. 1."" — Should a Christian 
in military service be outspoken in his wit- 
ness, or is it enough if his life speaks?” — 
by Captain Cleo W. Buxton, former staff 
member of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship. Published by the IVCF, U.S.A. 
Price 10¢ each; per 100 copies $6.50. 


Attractive in appearance, enlivened 
by personal anecdote, this down-to- 
earth hard-hitting message by one 
who knows is a challenge to forth- 
right Christian living and speaking, 
not only to men and women in the 
Services but to students and Chris- 
tians everywhere. Originally the mes- 
sage of this booklet appeared as an 
article in His.—csw 


“GETTING TO KNOW THE WILL OF 
GOD" by Alan Redpath. Published by the 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Great Britain. 
Price 10¢ each; per 100 copies $5.50. 

This is a concise and unusually 
helpful message on the subject of 
guidance by the well known evan- 

elical preacher of England, Alan 
edpath. Distinction is made be- 
tween the will of God concerning 
Christian character and the will of 
God concerning service. The cer- 
tainty of guidance, the three main 
ways in which God reveals His will, 
the power of guidance, are Scriptur- 
ally and personally presented. The 
booklet ends with the question of the 
price of God’s will.—csw 
(Continued on page 20, column 2) 
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ig THAN fifteen hundred collegians faced God’s 
claim upon their lives a few weeks ago on the win- 
try University of Illinois campus. After five inten- 
sive days of missions-centered messages and dis- 
cussion groups led by sixty-five missionaries and 
speakers, about 60 per cent of the students indi- 
cated their purpose to proclaim Christ on foreign 
soil in obedience to God’s call. Another 35 per cent 
indicated that they were definitely seeking God’s 
will in this matter. 

The occasion was the Third International Student 
Missionary Convention conducted by Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, Student Foreign Missions 
Fellowship and Christian Nurses Fellowship. Two 
previous conventions were held: the first, in Toron- 
to in 1946, and the second three years ago, also at 
Urbana, Illinois. 

God had answered much prayer in making it 
possible for this earnest group of young people 
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By LOIS THIESSEN 


from over 300 colleges, universities, seminaries, in- 
stitutes, and nursing schools to attend. Many of 
them had sacrificed to be there. Toronto students 
donated blood to help pay expenses; one student 
hitchhiked home in order to help another student 
attend; most of them had pinched pennies for 
weeks in advance so that they might take part in 
the Convention. West Coast students chartered 
buses for the three-day trip to Urbana, thus miss- 
ing Christmas at home. 

Was it worth while? 

The students thought so. From the early morn- 
ing Quiet Time throughout the crowded day to the 
nightly prayer groups, they participated with en- 
thusiasm. On the opening night they heard IVCF 
General Secretary C. Stacey Woods point out that 








the impelling motive of missions is not the allevia- 
tion of human suffering or even the saving of souls 
but a dominating love of Christ that commands 
obedience to His commission. This keynote was 
sounded again and again in the other major ad- 
dresses. The next morning Wilber Sutherland, Uni- 
versity Secretary of Canadian IVCF, reminded the 
students that obedience is basic to guidance and 
that God could use the next four days as a sig- 
nificant link in the chain of revealing His complete 
will for them. 


Students received much help from the other ma- 
jor speakers: Dr. John A. Subhan, Bishop of the 
Methodist Church (America) in Southern Asia 
(“God takes the initiative in choosing us and set- 
ting us apart for a particular task”); Dr. T. Stan- 
ley Soltau of Memphis, Tennessee, who just re- 
turned from Korea (“Foreign funds to help native 
churches are barriers to missionary work. Allow 
the national Christians to take over and the work 
will flourish”) ; Dr. Eugene Nida, Secretary of Ver- 
sions for the American Bible Society (“There is no 
distinction between the sacred and secular for the 
Christian—all of life must be dedicated to Jesus 
Christ”); Mr. Paul J. Lindell of Minneapolis, Di- 
rector of the World Mission Prayer League of the 
Lutheran Church (“We have nothing to offer the 
Lord—we are only His servants, utterly at His dis- 
posal”); and Dr. W. Robert Smith of Bethel Col- 
lege, St. Paul, Minnesota (“The Lord doesn’t need 
great leaders—what our Saviour needs today is ser- 
vants, people who are willing to be humble ser- 
vants”). Also speaking to the students were Dr. 
Northcote Deck, pioneer missionary to the Solomon 
Islands, Mrs. Ford L. Canfield, China Inland Mis- 
sion representative, the Rev. H. Wilbert Norton, 
missionary to the Belgian Congo, and the Rev. 
David H. Adeney, former Associate General Secre- 
tary of the China Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship. 

The missionaries thought so. In private inter- 
views, in conversations at missionary booths set up 
in the Bevier Hall gym, and in the panel discussions 
on Monday, they had the opportunity of introduc- 
ing students to the particular needs of their fields 
and of counseling them about the training they 
would need. Many of the missionaries left the con- 
vention with new joy and inspiration for their own 
part in God’s program and with new hope for what 
He will yet do on the world’s mission fields through 
committed, thoroughly prepared young lives. 
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In the small prayer groups held each evening in 
the dorms just before bedtime, students talked and 
prayed together about their individual problems of 
knowing and obeying God’s will. 

The double significance of the theme, “By all 
means — proclaim Christ,” was nowhere better 
borne out than in the survey sessions and the cor. 
responding panel discussions. The urgency of to- 
day’s opportunity was emphasized in the geo. 
graphical survey of the fields, while the many 
facets of the missionary task were held to light in 
the surveys of the varied means God is using to 
reach men with the gospel of Jesus Christ. At the 
discussion periods led by missionary panels, stu- 
dents divided up according to the fields and activ. 
ities of their particular interest in order to ask and 
have answered the specific questions that were up- 
permost in their minds. 

Students from abroad—representing 17 foreign 
countries—attended the Convention. David Adeney 
spoke briefly at a tea given for these young men 
and women, explaining the basic principles of 
Christianity and inviting any who were interested 
to request a copy of the New Testament. The tea 
attracted 180 guests, 120 of whom were students 
from abroad. A number of these responded favor- 
ably to the message and several attended meetings 
at the Convention. 


Of the few non-Christians who attended, several 
asked and had answered at the Convention the most 
important question of all, “What must I do to in- 
herit eternal life?” 


Decisions were made during the week as many 
students heard God’s voice calling them to service 
on the foreign mission field. Many of them on the 
last night of the Convention quietly stood to indicate 
their purpose to go as God leads them forth. At 
the beginning of the Watchnight Service, Charles 
Troutman, Associate General Secretary of IVCF, 
pointed out that future doors of service for Christ 
swing on the hinges of our obedience to Him today 
in the place where He has put us. “It is folly to 
talk about proclaiming Christ on the foreign field 
if we are not willing to proclaim Him on our cam 
puses, in our homes, and at our places of business 
now,” he declared. 

The closing moments of the year were spent at 
the table of the Lord in solemn remembrance of the 
Saviour in His death as Dr. J. C. Macaulay, Chair- 
man of the IVCF Missionary Committee of the 

(Continued on page 34, column 2) 
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Students from Friends University IVCF-FMF and Wesley Nursing 
School CNF chartered a bus from Wichita, Kansas. This was 
only one of several buses chartered to the Convention from 
other parts of the country. 


come to the convention 


by the vehicle of camera. Perhaps you couldn’t come to Urbana in 
December, or perhaps you were there and would like to re-live 
some of your pleasant moments. Then we invite you to travel 

the highway of celluloid to the Third International Student 
Missionary Convention and visit the various groups pictured in 
these pages. 


We have tried to capture the atmosphere of the Convention. 
The.rich spiritual experience, the warm fellowship, and open- 
hearted friendliness is obvious in the faces of students, missionaries, 
and speakers. Bon voyage. . . 





At the Foreign Students’ tea, Dr. W. Robert Smith con- 
verses with students from india, Nigeria, and Jamaica. 


Song leader Dick Reed (of the West Africa Broadcasting Asso- 
ciation) conducts the singing at the Foreign Students Testimony 
meeting. Right to left, students represent: China, England, Ger- 
many, Hawaii, India, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, Norway, and the 
Philippines. 
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Small prayer groups (such as this one conducted by Wilber Suther- 
land) were held each evening before retiring. Many students felt 


that their greatest decisions were crystalized in these personal 
meetings. 


Dr. W. Robert Smith (Bethel College), Dr. T. Stanley 
Soltau (former missionary to Korea, and present pastor 
in Memphis) pose with Wesley Gustafson, the Conven- 
tion Director (former missionary to China and present 
Missionary Secretary of IVCF). 


A small portion of the gymnasium-filled missionary dis- 
play where each mission board showed free literature 
and foreign curios and costumes. 








” A GREAT while ago, passing through the gate 
of dreams, I visited the famous City of Destruction. 
It interested me to learn that a railroad has re- 
cently been established between this populous and 
flourishing town and the Celestial City. Having a 
little time upon my hands, I resolved to make a 
trip thither. 

Accordingly, one fine morning, directing the por- 
ter to stow my luggage behind the coach, I took 
my seat in the vehicle. It was my good fortune to 
enjoy the company of Mr. Smooth-it-away who. 
though he had never actually visited the Celestial 
City, seemed as well acquainted with it as with the 
City of Destruction, of which he was a native. 

Our coach rattled out of the city and soon we 
found ourselves at the station-house. This spacious 
edifice is on the site of the little wicket gate, which 
formerly, as all old pilgrims will recollect, stood 
directly across the highway, and, by its inconveni- 
ent narrowness, was a great obstruction to the 
traveller of liberal mind and expansive stomach. 
The square pieces of pasteboard now delivered to 
passengers are much more convenient and useful 
along the road than the antique roll of parchment. 
Whether they will be as readily received at the gate 
of the Celestial City I decline giving an opinion. 

A large number of passengers were already at 


the 


Celestiall 


the station-house awaiting the departure of the cars. 
It would have done Bunyan’s heart good to see it. 
Instead of a lonely ragged man with a huge burden 
on his back, plodding along sorrowfully on foot 
while the whole city hooted after him, here were 
parties of the first gentry and most respectable 
people in the neighborhood setting forth towards 
the Celestial City as cheeerfully as if the pilgrim- 
age were merely a summer tour. There was much 
pleasant conversation about the news of the day, 
topics of business and politics, or the lighter mat- 
ters of amusement, while religion was thrown taste- 
fully into the background. 

One great convenience of the new method of 
going on pilgrimage I must not forget to mention. 
Our enormous burdens, instead of being carried 
on our shoulders, were all snugly deposited in the 
baggage car, and, I was assured, would be deliv- 
ered to their respective owners at the journey’s 
end. Another thing, it may be remembered that 
there was an ancient feud between Prince Beelze- 
bub and the keeper of the wicket gate, and that 
the adherents of the former were accustomed to 
shoot deadly arrows at honest pilgrims. This dis: 
pute has been pacifically arranged on the princi- 
ple of mutual compromise. The prince’s subjects 
are now pretty numerously employed about the 


Some say there is an easy way to journey 


to the Celestial City. Is there? 
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Railroad ....... 


station-house. Every good heart must exult at so 
satisfactory an arrangement. 

“Where is Mr. Greatheart?” inquired I. “Be- 
yond a doubt the directors have engaged that 
famous old champion to be chief conductor of the 
railroad?” 

“Why, no,” said Mr. Smooth-it-away, with a dry 
cough. “He was offered the situation of brakeman; 
but, to tell you the truth, our friend Greatheart 
has grown preposterously stiff and narrow in his 
old age. He has so often guided pilgrims over the 
road on foot that he considers it a sin to travel 
in any other fashion. So, on the whole, we were 
not sorry when honest Greatheart went off to the 
Celestial City in a huff. Yonder comes the engi- 





PRAYER NEED 


Readers are asked to pray about the continued 
critical need for office personnel in the Chicago 
ofice of IVCF. Needed are typists, a secretary, 
and a shipping clerk (male). Age is no barrier 
and friends are urged to put likely prospects in 
touch with Keith L. Hunt, 1444 N. Astor, Chicago 
10, Illinois. 


neer of the train. You will probably recognize 
him at once.” 

The engine at this moment took its station in 
advance of the cars. On its top sat a personage 
almost enveloped in smoke and flame, which ap- 
peared to gush from his own mouth and stomach 
as well as from the engine’s brazen abdomen. 

“Do my eyes deceive me?” cried I. “What on 
earth is this! A living creature? If so, he is own 
brother to the engine!” 

“Poh, poh, you are obtuse!”” said Mr. Smooth- 
it-away, with a hearty laugh. “Don’t you know 
Apollyon, Christian’s old enemy, with whom he 
fought so fierce a battle in the Valley of Humilia- 
tion? We have reconciled him to the custom of 
going on pilgrimage and engaged him as chief 
engineer.” 

“Bravo, bravo!” exclaimed I, with irrepressible 
enthusiasm; “This shows the liberality of the age; 
this proves that all musty prejudices are in a fair 
way to be obliterated.” 

The passengers being all comfortably seated, we 
now rattled away merrily, accomplishing a greater 
distance in ten minutes than Christian probably 
trudged over in a day. It was laughable to observe 
two dusty foot travellers in the old pilgrim guise, 
with cockle shell and staff, their mystic rolls of 
parchment in their hands and their intolerable bur- 
dens on their backs. The preposterous obstinacy 
of these honest people in persisting to groan and 
stumble along the difficult pathway rather than take 
advantage of modern improvements, excited great 
mirth among our wiser brotherhood. We greeted 
the two pilgrims with many pleasant gibes and a 
roar of laughter; whereupon they gazed at us with 
such woeful and absurdly compassionate visages 
that our merriment grew tenfold more obstreper- 
ous. Apollyon also entered heartily into the fun 
and contrived to flirt the smoke and flame of the 
engine, or of his own breath, into their faces, and 
envelope then in an atmosphere of scalding steam. 
These little practical jokes amused us mightily, 
and doubtless afforded the pilgrims the gratifica- 
tion of considering themselves martyrs. 


At some distance from the railroad Mr. Smooth- 
it-away pointed to a large, antique edifice, for- 
merly a noted stopping-place for pilgrims. In 
Bunyan’s road-book it is mentioned as the Interpre- 
ter’s House. 

“I have long had a curiosity to visit that old- 
mansion,” remarked I. 

“It is not one of our stations,” said my compan- 
ion. “The keeper was violently opposed to the rail- 
road. But the footpath still passes his door, and 
the old gentleman now and then receives a call 
from some simple traveller and entertains him with 
fare as old-fashioned as himself.” 

Before our talk on this subject came to a conclu- 
sion we were rushing by the place where Christian’s 
burden fell from his shoulders at the sight of the 
Cross. This served as a theme for Mr. Smooth-it- 
away, Mr. Live-for-the-world, Mr. Hide-sin-in-the- 
heart, Mr. Scaly-conscience, and a knot of gentle- 
men from the town of Shun-repentance, to descant 
upon the safety of our baggage. Myself, and all the 
passengers indeed, joined with great unanimity in 
this view, for our burdens were rich in many 
things; especially, we each of us possessed a great 
variety of favorite habits which we trusted would 
not be out of fashion in the polite circles of the 
Celestial City. It would have been a sad spectacle 
to see such an assortment of valuable articles tum- 
bling into the sepulchre. 

Consulting Mr. Bunyan’s road-book, I perceived 
that we must now be within a few miles of the Val- 
ley of the Shadow of Death. In truth, I expected 
nothing better than to find myself in the ditch on 
one side or the quag on the other; but on com- 
municating my apprehensions to Mr. Smooth-it- 
away, he assured me that the difficulties of this 
passage had been vastly exaggerated, and I might 
consider myself as safe as on any railroad in 
Christendom. 


Even while we were speaking the train shot into 
the entrance of this dreaded Valley. Had the engine 
run off the track—a catastrophe, it is whispered, 
by no means unprecedented—the bottomless pit, if 
there be such a place, would undoubtedly have re- 
ceived us. 


The spot where we had now paused is the same 
that our friend Bunyan—a truthful man, but in- 
fected with many fantastic notions—has designated, 
in terms plainer than I like to repeat, as the mouth 
of the infernal region. This, however, must be a 
mistake, inasmuch as Mr. Smooth-it-away, while we 
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remained in the smoky and lurid cavern, took occa- 
sion to prove that Tophet has not even a metaphor- 
ical existence. The place, he assured us, is no other 
than the crater of a half-extinct Volcano, in which 
the directors had caused forges to be set up for the 
manufacture of railroad iron. Whoever had heard 
the awful murmurs and shrieks and deep shudder- 
ing whispers of the blast, sometimes forming them- 
selves into words almost articulate, would have 
seized upon Mr. Smooth-it-away’s comfortable ex- 
planation as greedily as we did. 

Among the idlers about the train, most of whom 
were puffing cigars which they had lighted at the 
flame of the crater, | was perplexed to notice sev- 
eral who, to my certain knowledge, had heretofore 
set forth by railroad for the Celestial City. They 
looked dark, wild, and smoky, with a singular re- 
semblance, indeed, to the native inhabitants, like 
whom, also, they had a disagreeable propensity to 
ill-natured gibes and sneers, the habit of which had 
wrought a settled contortion to their visages. Hav- 
ing been on speaking terms with one of these per- 
sons — an indolent, good-for-nothing fellow, who 
went by the name of Take-it-easy—I called him and 
inquired what was his business there. 

“Did you not start,” said I, “for the Celestial 
City?” 

“That’s a fact,” said Mr. Take-it-easy, carelessly 
pufing some smoke into my eyes. “But I heard 
such bad accounts that I never took pains to climb 
the hill on which the city stands. No business do- 
ing, no fun going on, nothing to drink, and no 
smoking allowed, and a thrumming of church music 
from morning till night. I would not stay in such a 
place if they offered me house room and living 
free.” 

“But, my good Mr. Take-it-easy,” cried I, “why 
take up your residence here, of all places in the 
world?” 

“Oh,” said the loafer, with a grin, “it is very 
warm hereabouts, and I meet with plenty of old 
acquaintances, and altogether the place suits me. 
I hope to see you back again some day soon.” 

It was late in the day when the train thundered 
into the ancient city of Vanity, where Vanity Fair 
is still at the height of prosperity. It gratified me 
to learn that there is no longer the want of harmony 
between the town’s-people and pilgrims, which im- 
pelled the former to such lamentably mistaken 
measures as the persecution of Christian and the 
fiery martyrdom of Faithful. On the contrary, as 
the new railroad brings with it great trade and a 


9 


HIS, MARCH, 1952 


constant influx of strangers, the lord of Vanity Fair 
is its chief patron, and the capitalists of the city 
are among the largest stockholders. 

Many passengers stop to take their pleasure or 
make their profit in the Fair, instead of going on- 
ward to the Celestial City. Indeed, such are the 
charms of the place that people often affirm it to 
be the true and only heaven; stoutly contending 
that there is no other, that those who seek further 
are mere dreamers and that, if the fabled bright- 
ness of the Celestial City lay but a bare mile beyond 
the gates of Vanity, they would not be fools enough 
to go thither. 

Being naturally of a serious turn, my attention 
was directed to the solid advantages derivable from 
a residence here, rather than to the effervescent 
pleasures. The Christian reader, if he have had no 
accounts of the city later than Bunyan’s time, will 
be surprised to hear that almost every street has its 
church, and that the reverend clergy are nowhere 
held in higher respect than at Vanity Fair. And 
well do they deserve such honorable estimation; 
for the maxims of wisdom and virtue which fall 
from their lips come from as deep a spiritual source 
and tend to as lofty a religious aim as those of the 
sagest philosophers of old. In justification of this 
high praise I need only mention the names of Rev. 
Mr. Shallow-deep, the Rev. Mr. Stumble-at-truth, 
that fine old clerical character the Rev. Mr. This-to- 
day, who expects shortly to resign his pulpit to the 
Rev. Mr. That-to-morrow; together with the Rev. 
Mr. Bewilderment, the Rev. Mr. Clog-the-spirit, and 
last and greatest, the Rev. Dr. Wind-of-doctrine. 

It would fill a volume were I to record all my 
observations in this great capital of human busi- 
ness and pleasure. Some of the purchasers, | 
thought, made very foolish bargains. For instance, 
a young man having inherited a splendid fortune, 
laid out a considerable portion of it in the purchase 
of diseases and finally spent all the rest for a heavy 
lot of repentance and a suit of rags. A very pretty 
girl bartered a heart as clear as crystal and which 
seemed her most valuable possession for another 
jewel of the same kind but so worn and defaced as 
to be utterly worthless. In one shop there were a 
great many crowns of laurel and myrtle, which sol- 
diers, authors, statesmen, and various other people 
pressed eagerly to buy; some purchased these pal- 
try wreaths with their lives, others by a toilsome 
servitude of years, and many sacrificed whatever 
was most valuable, yet finally slunk away without 
the crown. 








ABOUT THE ARTICLE 


Probably read more often than any book except 
the Bible, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress has had 
many parodies, sequels, imitations, etc. One of 
the most famous of these among American liter- 
ary annals is Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short story 
which HIS presents this month in condensed 
form. Hawthorne’s familiar emphasis on sin and 
salvation here gets a light touch that makes it 
immensely readable. 


There was a sort of stock or scrip called Con- 
science which seemed to be in great demand and 
would purchase almost anything. Indeed, few rich 
commodities were to be obtained without paying a 
heavy sum of this particular stock, and a man’s 
business was seldom very lucrative unless he knew 
precisely when and how to throw his hoard of con- 
science into the market. Yet, as this stock was the 
only thing of permanent value, whoever parted with 
it was sure to find himself a loser in the long run. 
Gilded chains were in great demand and purchased 
with almost any sacrifice; and there were innumer- 
able messes of pottage, piping hot, for such as chose 
to buy them with their birthrights. 

A few articles, however, could not be found gen- 
uine at Vanity Fair. If a customer wished to renew 
his stock of youth the dealers offered him a set of 
false teeth and an auburn wig; if he demanded 
peace of mind, they recommended opium or a 
brandy bottle. 

Tracts of land and golden mansions, situated in 
the Celestial City, were often exchanged at very 
disadvantageous rates for a few years’ lease of 
small, dismal, inconvenient tenements in Vanity 
Fair. 

Day after day as I walked the streets of Vanity, 
the place began to seem like home; the idea of pur- 
suing my travels to the Celestial City was almost 
obliterated from my mind. I was reminded of it, 
however, by the sight of the same pair of simple 
pilgrims at whom we had laughed so heartily when 
Apollyon puffed smoke and steam into their faces 
at the commencement of our journey. There they 
stood amidst the densest bustle of Vanity, the deal- 
ers offering them their purple and fine linen and 
jewels, the men of wit and humor gibing at them, 
a pair of buxom ladies ogling them askance, while 
the benevolent Mr. Smooth-it-away whispered some 
of his wisdom at their elbows; but there were these 
worthy simpletons, making the scene look wild and 
monstrous merely by their sturdy repudiation of 
all part in its business or pleasures. 


One of them—his name was Stick-to-the-right— 
perceived in my face, I suppose, a species of sym- 
pathy and almost admiration which, to my own 
great surprise, I could not help feeling for this 
pragmatic couple. It prompted him to address me. 

“Sir,” inquired he, with a sad, yet mild and 
kindly voice, “do you call yourself a pilgrim?” 

“Yes,” I replied, “my right to that appellation 
is indubitable. I am merely a sojourner here in 
Vanity Fair, being bound to the Celestial City by 
the new railroad.” 

“Alas, friend,” rejoined Mr. Stick-to-the-right, 
“I do assure you and beseech you to receive the 
truth of my words, that that whole concern is a 
bubble. You may travel on it all your lifetime, were 
you to live thousands of years, and yet never get 
beyond the limits of Vanity Fair. Yea, though you 
should deem yourself entering the gates of the 
blessed city, it will be nothing but a miserable de- 
lusion.” 

“The Lord of the Celestial City,” began the other 
pilgrim, whose name was Mr. Foot-it-to-heaven, 
“has refused, and will ever refuse, to grant an act 
of incorporation for this railroad; and unless that 
be obtained, no passenger can ever hope to enter 
his dominions. Wherefore every man who buys a 
ticket must lay his account with losing the purchase 
money, which is the value of his own soul.” 

“Boh, nonsense!” said Mr. Smooth-it-away, tak- 
ing my arm and leading me off. “These fellows 
ought to be indicted for a libel.” 

This incident made a considerable impression on 
my mind. I grew anxious to be gone. Finally, after 
a pretty long residence at the Fair, | resumed my 
journey toward the Celestial City, still with Mr. 
Smooth-it-away at my side. 

Far up the rugged side of a mountain I perceived 
a rusty iron door, half overgrown with bushes and 
creeping plants, but with smoke issuing from its 
crevices. 

“Is that,” inquired I, “the very door in the hill- 
side which the shepherds assured Christian was a 
by-way to hell?” 

“That was a joke on the part of the shepherds,” 
said Mr. Smooth-it-away, with a smile. “It is 
neither more nor less than the door of a cavern 
which they use as a smoke-house for the prepara- 
tion of mutton hams.” 

My recollections of the journey are now, for 4 
little space, dim and confused, inasmuch as a singu- 

(Continued on page 31 column 1) 
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By MARY ALICE YOUNG 


1 Lenten Letter 


An open letter to your program 


chairman with some 


helpful pre-Easter suggestions 


a. JANIE: 


When you wrote to ask about the importance of 
Lent, I began to do some serious thinking on how 
all of us could make better use of the season in 
our IVCF program. We always get very busy dur- 
ing Christmas with a social and a special program 
or a carol service because we want to take advan- 
tage of the opportunity to tell the Christian mes- 
sage of a Saviour. But why is it that some of our 
groups do little or nothing to publicize the event 
so significant to us as Christians—the Death and 
Resurrection? Without this Christianity would be 
like any other religion! We'd lose our dynamic 
and our message of hope. And yet our IVCF chap- 
ter has never done anything special in the way of 
a lenten program. 

Actually, the whole purpose of Lent is a time 
of preparation which enables us to enter more fully 
into the spiritual significance of Good Friday and 
Easter Day. I’m afraid most of us neglect this 
preparation, and often our IVCF group has given 
the impression that Easter’s importance lies in a 
long-awaited spring vacation and a silly looking 
rabbit! 


Why don’t we do something special in our chap- 
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ters this Easter season? Let’s give it the signifi- 
cance it deserves! I know lots of students who 
are looking to IVCF to set the pace for a Lenten 
program because they think of us as “the religious 
group” on campus. We'd better not let them think 
we're just living in a pious fog. Here are some 
practical suggestions that have produced good re- 
sults in previous years— 

1. Have a Lenten breakfast. This will vary ac- 
cording to your facilities. But I suggest a simple 
breakfast with someone leading devotions after 
breakfast. Don’t plan on a sermon, but just a 
Bible reading and brief comment, with prayer. 
Some schools serve cafeteria style breakfast, and 
if you can secure a private room, you could have 
breakfast meetings every morning, with a series of 
short devotional talks on a subject pertinent to 
Faster. 

2. Use the booklets Did Christ Die in Vain?, 
The Man They Crucified, The Man. Who Lived 
Again, and Have you Considered Him? which are 
available through the IVCF office, Chicago. All of 
these are especially appropriate now. If your treas- 
ury can stand it, have free copies available. (One 











group had great success by putting a FREE, TAKE 
OnE box next to their IVCF bulletin board. They 
kept five or six of one kind of booklet in the box 
and they discovered the most unlikely students 
reading IVCF booklets. It’s wise to have good de- 
votional material easily available. ) 


3. A*suggestion for a Bible study or a talk is 
to do a character study of a disciple before and 
after the Resurrection. For example, Peter or 
Thomas offers a good study because of the start- 
ling contrast and the difference the Resurrection 
made in each life. This is a difficult subject but 
a rewarding study, and it will be a refreshing 
change from the usual pattern of Bible study. 

4. Take a break from your usual Bible study 
to inject a special study on the Easter story. You 
might take the four Gospels and do a comparative 
study of the Passion Week or the Resurrection. 
People suddenly become more religiously minded 
at Easter than at any other time, so take advantage 
of this and have a program designed especially to 
present the reality of the risen Lord. Publicize 


minute sketch 


IN WHICH YOU 
MEET AN 
INTER-VARSITY 
STAFF 

MEMBER 


MARVIN BURNHAM 


Marvin Burnham came into circles of IVCF after 
his conversion at the University of Kansas, from 
which he earned the B.S. degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. After a year at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, and some part-time IVCF work on an 
honorary basis, genial Marv came to the staff as 
a full-time worker in the Texas area—he is now 
a thoroughly “naturalized” Texan. He is awaiting 
the Lord’s leading as to His place for him on the 
foreign mission field. 


these special Bible studies widely; perhaps some 
will come because it’s Easter and continue to come 
because of interest. 


5. Try a foreign student tea or an informal 
“fireside.” (If you can possibly hold it in a home 
—much the better! There’s nothing that pleases 
an overseas student more than being entertained 
in an American home!) This can be a time of 
singing and testimonies with a brief talk by a 
student on the significance of the Resurrection in 
our lives. This should be informal and spontane- 
ous with the purpose of sharing with each other 
a faith that works because of the reality of a liv- 
ing Saviour. 


6. Easter is a good time for a banquet. Why 
not a foreign student banquet this year, with the 
main objective to present the dynamic of the Chris- 
tian faith to foreign students? Here is where our 
religion is unique among the religions of the world. 
This season really belong to us; let’s make the best 
use of it! 

7. If a group of you are planning to attend a 
concert of “St. Matthew’s Passion,” Stainer’s “Cru- 
cifixion,” or a special Easter program, why not 
have a “coke” party in your room or at your home 
afterward and, continuing in the mood of the 
program, make it an opportunity to have Bible 
reading and prayers together. Something like this 
can convince non-Christian friends that Christian- 
ity takes a central place, that there is no dualism 
between our faith and our life. 

8. Another possibility which will capitalize on 
a Lenten production of an oratorio such as “The 
Seven Last Words of Christ” is to present at one 
of your meetings, well advertised, the real meaning 
of this oratorio. You will want especially to in- 
vite the choral group itself! 

Finally, if you use Inter-Varsity hymns in your 
regular meetings, choose them discriminately. (Take 
time to learn numbers 19, 28, 33, and 38 in the 
Inter-Varsity hymnal.) And in your meetings, use 
this season to explain the work of Christ, the mean: 
ing of the cross, and the significance of the resur- 
rection. 

There are probably lots of other ideas, but | 
hope that some of these will help make Easter 
more meaningful on your campus. 


Yours, 


Mary Alice 
END 
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“CHRISTIANITY AND CULTURE” (part 2) 
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CNF SUMMER CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Three conferences will be held in 1952 in an 

attempt to reach more graduate and student 

nurses, The places and dates are: 

Camp Bethanna, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 
June 23-29 

Little Camp in the Hills, Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota: August 16-24 

Camp Id-Ra-Ha-Je, Denver, Colorado: August 25- 
September 1 

For further information write CuristiAn Nurses 

Fe.ttowsuip, 1444 North Astor Street, Chicago 

10, Illinois. 


complaint over twenty-three hundred years ago: 
“The children now love luxury, they have bad man- 
ners, contempt for authority, they show disrespect 
for elders . . .. children have become tyrants. They 
contradict their parents and tyrannize over their 
teachers.” To which Aristophanes retorted that 
Socrates himself was to blame for the many subtle, 
insidious ways in which sophistication was sapping 
the old Athenian tradition. He thus satirized the 
progressive education of his day in a revealing 
comedy, The Clouds. As a counterpart we would 
point to “fundamentalist” Sophocles deploring 
sophistry in young people wont to argue for vic- 
tory rather than to strive for truth. 


With special reference to modernism in religion, 
church historians suggest that there is hardly a 
feature of what is usually branded modernism that 
had not come to full view by the end of the second 
century. Even such great doctors of the church as 
Thomas Aquinas were denounced as modernists. 
What then shall we say? / 


Coming to a consideration of science propey, We 
notice that each time one of our famous scholafs 
ventures an opinion on religious issues, he merely 
repeats what was said hundreds or thousands of 
years ago by men who knew far less about the uni- 
verse than a high school student in our day. The 
misleading thing about it is that such opinions are 
often presented as would-be conclusions at the end 
of a learned discussion. 


Etienne Gilson made this point with much gusto 
with reference to a conclusion of Sir James Jeans; 
Said-the author of The Mysterious Universe: “Mod- 
ern scientific theory compels us to think of the 
creator as working outside of time and space, which 
are parts of his creation, just as the artist is outside 
his canvas.” Upon which Gilson comments: “Why 
should modern theory compel us to say what has 
already been said not only by Saint Augustine, 
whom our scientist quotes, but by any and every 
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one of countless Christian theologians who knew 
no other world than that of Ptolemy? Clearly 
enough, the philosophical answer to Sir James 
Jeans to the problem of the world order has abso- 
lutely nothing to do with any scientific knowledge 
at all.”! 

When therefore our contemporaries call upon 
science to write a post mortem of the traditional 
values of what they call “another age,” they labor 
under a great delusion. For hundreds and thou- 
sands of years the most highly cultured men have 
submitted religious truth to the harshest criticism. 
They have struck the rock roughly at the point 
where such truth must be acknowledged as ulti- 
mately independent of the patterns of clues devised 
by the most exacting scholarship. 

Curiously enough, religious men often remain 
unaware of such a situation, of its resulting privi- 
leges and, above all, of the tremendous responsi- 
bility such privileges thrust upon them. They allow 
themselves to be confronted suddenly by emergen- 
cies, like men unaware of realities. At such times 
their strategy is merely one of appeasement and 
compromise. They attend the scientific master of 
the day with the most apologetic undertones. Should 
then the situation seem to get out of controk they 
may proceed, with denunciations and solemn warn- 
ings: should such things as they now expose be 
allowed to control the church, then, according to 
them, Christianity would at last have perished from 
the earth! 

The plain truth, however, is that God who de- 
ported His people to Babylon and finally gave away 
their inheritance to the Gentiles is very much on 
the human scene which He dominates. We can 
neither “manufacture” the Creator and Upholder 
of the universe nor become substitutes for Him. 
We are at best unprofitable servants. Our own ways 
may prove our undoing. We do not “break” the 
New Covenant. But we may be broken against it. 

The fact that religious truth is ultimately inde- 
pendent of philosophical and scientific speculation 
may thus be likened to a two-edged sword. Re- 
ligious truth as such may be called independent 
inasmuch as it is the prior fact. Because it is the 
prior fact, however, it immediately becomes 4 
frame of reference. Religious truth is ultimately 
independent of philosophical and scientific specu- 
lation, but philosophical and scientific speculation 
eae on religious truth for its ultimate relevance. 

AY Gu Clore, (to be concluded? 


1. Shenae ‘Gilson, God oad Philosophy, New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1941, pp. 125, 126. 
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“What Is the Christian position concerning the Bible's inspiration?" 


oo THIS QUESTION recurs most frequently in 

one form or another, the following statement, pri- 

vately circulated, and here quoted as an answer in 

relation to contemporary objections, was made by 

the late Gresham Machen, author of such classics as 

The Origin of Paul’s Religion and The Virgin Birth 
hrist. 

We stand for the complete truthfulness of the 
Bible as the Word of God. It is often said that the 
Bible is infallible in the inner, religious sphere, 
but fallible like other books when it comes to deal 
with external history. We reject any such distinc- 
tion. Our religion is no bottomless mysticism; the 
Christian religion is founded squarely upon events, 
like the death and resurrection of our Lord, that 
took place in the external world. Unless the Bible 
can give us knowledge of those basic events, it can 
be no infallible guide for our souls. 

Thus we hold that the Bible is not partly true 
and partly false, but true throughout. In saying 
that, we are well aware of the favor that we are 
sacrificing. There are many who would be inclined 
to treat with respect what we say about many things 
—what we say, for example, even in defense of the 
virgin birth and bodily resurrection of our Lord— 
but who regard us as having placed ourselves be- 
yond the pale of serious consideration when we 
hold that the Bible is true from beginning to end. 
It would be convenient, therefore, for us to keep in 
the background what we believe about this point, 
and thus to retain a larger measure of favor from 
the modern Church. Much could be said, from the 
point of view of policy, in favor of such an attitude. 
But it is an attitude which we can never adopt. 
There is to our mind no profession more despicable 
than the profession of teaching when one thing is 
said in the classroom and another thing to the 
Church at large. And so we say plainly, to the ruin, 
in many quarters, of our reputation, but with the 
approval of our consciences, that we hold the Bible 
to be free from the errors that mar other books, to 


HIS, MARCH, 1952 


be the blessed, holy infallible Word of God. 

We do not, indeed begin with that conviction in 
our defense of the Christian religion; and so we 
can find common ground for discussion with many 
whose view of the Bible is very different from ours. 
When, for example, we argue in favor of our belief 
in a personal God, we do not base our argument at 
all upon the infallibility of the Bible; what we say 
in that sphere, therefore, may commend itself to 
many whose view of the Bible is very unfavorable 
indeed. Or when we defend our belief in the resur- 
rection of our Lord, again our argument is inde- 
pendent of the question’whether the Bible is in- 
fallible or not. Even prior to any belief in the in- 
fallibility of Scripture, a scientific treatment of the 
sources of information will, we think, lead the his- 
torian to hold that Jesus of Nazareth was raised 
from the dead on the third day‘) There are many 
Christians who can go with us ‘that far, and yet 
cannot accept our view of the Bible; and we rejoice 
in the measure of their agreement with us. Our 
view of the Bible is not the beginning, we think, 
but rather the end, of any orderly defense of the 
Christian religion. First the general truth of the 
Bible in its great outlines as an historical book, and 
the supernatural origin of the revelation that it con- 
tains, then the full truthfulness of the Bible as the 
Word of God—that is the order of our apologetic. 


Nevertheless, although we do not begin with the 
doctrine of the infallibility of Scripture, we do 
come to it in the end; and when we have come to 
it, we build upon it our orderly exposition of the 

(Continued on page 34, column 2) 
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*In this column questions of Christian students 
on any matter of interest — doctrine, Christian 
living, classroom or textbook questions, personal 
problems — will be answered by qualified men. 
Address questions to Joseph T. Bayly, “Since 
You Asked” Editor, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 
10, Ilimois. 
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e@ University of Michigan. The Executive is continu- 
ing to attempt to establish Bible studies in every one 
of the larger living units and dorms on the campus. The 
program seems to be well under way and several stu- 
dents have accepted Christ as a result. There are a 
number of studies going on in rooming houses. 

e Michigan State College, East Lansing. A 
group of Christian men who are living together in 
one house have made it a Wednesday night project 
to spend part of the evening personally inviting 
their friends to the lectures explaining the Person 
and work of Christ held on Thursday evenings. It 
has been very profitable in bringing out new stu- 
dents and interesting them in the Gospel. 

e@ Wayne University, Detroit, Michigan. Wayne's fall 
conference, in spite of cold weather, consisted of over 
50% new students and freshmen. There was unusual 
opportunity of personal conversations and students were 
eager to have their questions answered. A definite plan 
for follow-up was set up at the conference, and since 
then two students have received Christ as Saviour. 

e University of California, Santa Barbara Col- 
lege, Santa Barbara, California. In order to ac- 
quaint new students coming into the group and to 
give those who were away for the summer an ade- 
quate understanding of plans, preparations and the 
happenings during the summer, this group pre- 
pared a 16-page mimeographed booklet to be pre- 
sented to each of the freshmen interested in the 
group, new students and the rest. The booklet con- 
tained a welcome to the students, an explanation of 
the IVCF, information as to summer activity, five 
or six devotional articles or paragraphs, a report 
on Campus by the Sea, suggestions for various ac- 
tivities of the group, testimonies of some of the 
leaders as to what they had found in Inter-Varsity 
and why they had taken positions of leadership, 
information about recent graduates, and general 
news of the coming year. 

e@ San Diego State College, San Diego, California. 
The Bible clubs in the high schools of the city are now 
beginning to feed into the group at the college. In order 
to interest the new students they had a get-acquainted 
party. They now have their own bulletin board space, 
with a Scripture verse placed on it each week, in addi- 
tion to the other news. The president of the college stu- 


dent body is a fine Christian and a member of the group. 
Several of the Christians have gone into the dorms 


where there were no Christians living in order to estab- 
lish a witness for Christ there. 


e San Bernardino Valley College, San Bernar- 
dino, California. One Christian girl who was in- 
terested in doing something here finally found two 
friends and their answer to the situation is to meet 
at 7:30 in the morning before school for prayer. 
There are small groups such as this in many col- 
leges. Pray for these students that their ministry 
may be enlarged. 

e@ University of Redlands, Redlands, California. There 
is a spontaneous movement of God's Spirit on this cam- 
pus not confined to the IVCF group. It seems to be the 
result of Campus by the Sea, Forest Home and Thousand 
Pines. Bible study and prayer groups are starting up in 
most of the dorms and various other units on the cam- 
pus. Also there is a group of students meeting weekly 
in a classroom for prayer, in addition to several daily 
prayer meetings specifically sponsored by the IVCF. 

e Binghamion Area, New York. Members of 
the Christian Nurses Fellowship were taking the 
lead in establishing a monthly meeting for the 
schools in this area. There have not been many 
visits in the past, either of the IVCF or CNF 
groups, but the nurses are helping students at Har- 
pur College and the State Institute of Applied Arts 
and Sciences. There are now more than twelve 
Christians at the latter school, several of whom are 
freshmen and they are making a definite move 
toward chapter organization. 

e North Texas State College, Denton, Texas. At the 
present time they have four Bible studies in the school 
and a joint study each week with the Texas State Col- 
lege for Women. They are using GOOD NEWS in each 
study and have a Bible study leaders’ meeting in addl- 
tion. There are several non-Christians in each group 


and many very young Christians. They have daily prayer 
meetings which are growing. 


e Wichita, Kansas, area. Recently Wichita Uni- 
versity, Friends University and the nurses’ groups 
in Wichita held an evangelistic week end at the 
local camp ground. Gene Thomas, Marvin Burn- 
ham, and Alice Kitchen led discussions and spoke 
on the things concerning our Saviour. At least 50% 
of the group were non-Christians, and two pro- 
fessed to accept Christ during the week end. Some 
of the non-Christians stayed up until two a.m. dis- 
cussing the things which they had heard. 
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through the Bible in five years . a daily devotional guide for your Quiet Time 


SATURDAY, MARCH 1 

MARK 13:24-37 (1) What signs shall im- 
mediately follow the great tribulation? 
Toward what glorious event are all ages 
moving? What do the elect expect? What 
will be the effect on others? Rev. 1:7. (2) 
What things can we know from this pas- 
sage? What can we not know? Vy. 33-34. 
What three things are we told to do in 
anticipation of Christ’s coming? All of 
these are to avoid what catastrophe? Are 
you in danger of this? (3) In what way 
would anticipation of the beloved Master's 
coming affect the watchman on his job? 


What is your prayer from this passage? 


SUNDAY, MARCH 2 

maRK 14:1:31 (1) Vv. 1-9. Describe this 
woman’s act of worship. Contrast Christ’s 
attitude toward her act with the disciple’s 
attitude. How would you account for each? 
(2) About which are you most concerned— 
outward acts of service, or a genuine devo- 
tion to Jesus Christ? (3) How did Jesus 
keep Judas from betraying Him before He 
had His last supper with His disciples 
(vv. 12-17)? Why do you think Christ re- 
vealed to His disciples the betrayal (v. 
18)? the denials (v. 27)? How did He 
show this to be the plan of God (v. 21, 
27)? Of what significance would this be 
to the disciples? (4) In all this black 
picture, what hope for the future is given 
(v. 22, 25)? Compare verse 24 with Mt. 
26:28; Lk. 22:20; Heb. 9:15. Have you 
trusted in His blood for the remission of 


your sins? 


MONDAY, MARCH 3 
MARK 14:32-72 (1) As you read, try put- 
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ting yourself first in the position of Christ, 
and then of the disciples. Before Christ 
actually faced the cross, He had won the 
battle in Gethsemane. He tried to prepare 
the disciples for their trial ahead, but they 
did not see its urgency. Contrast His per- 
fect self-mastery with their behavior. Is it 
your habit of life to prepare through 
face 
43-65. Write three 


adjectives about Christ in His trial, and 


prayer when you know you will 


temptation? (2) Vv. 


three describing His accusers. On what 
basis was He finally condemned? (3) Vv. 
66-72. Trace the progress in Peter’s denial. 
Are you willing to confess you belong to 


Christ when surrounded by His enemies? 


TUESDAY, MARCH 4 


MARK 15:1-28 (1) Read the account care- 
fully and trace the events. Try to see it 
from the Lord Jesus’ viewpoint. What dif- 
ferent kinds of pain did He suffer? (2) 
As well as you can, trace Pilate’s thinking 
through the trial. What do you think of 
him? What do you think motivated the 
actions of the different people described 
in this section? (3) Keep in mind that 
everything you may have experienced in 
your Christian life would have been im- 
possible apart from the crucifixion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Spend time in thanks- 


giving to Him. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 

MARK 15:29-47 (1) Vv. 29-32. Find the 
three different groups that mocked Christ. 
Notice the unconscious truths that they 
uttered: compare v. 29 with John 2:19-22, 
and wv. 31, 32 with Mk. 10:45 and Isa. 


53:4-6. (2) Vv. 33-39. Think 


significance of Christ’s utterance. The cur- 


into the 


tain referred to in v. 38 was a literal cur- 
tain which separated people from the pres- 
ence of God in the Old Covenant. Ex. 26: 
33-34; 25:22; Heb. 9:6-8. (3) The shedding 
of Christ’s blood abolished the Old Cove- 
nant and established the New Covenant 
under which we have free access to God. 
Heb. 9:14-15; 10:19-22, 


” 
near. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 6 


MARK 16 (1) What is the glorious fact of 
this chapter? What kept Christ’s followers 
from recognizing it? Vv. 1-8. What indi- 
cates the women did not believe as they 
came? In what specific ways did what they 
saw and heard encourage their faith? (2) 
Vv. 9-14. What was Christ’s rebuke to the 
disciples? What had He expected (v, 14)? 
Why did His rebuke precede wv. 15-18? 
In what ways does the fact of the risen 


Christ effect your life today? 


FRIDAY, MARCH 7 

jos 1 (1) When God prepared an example 
for all generations of patience under afflic- 
tion, He chose a man who had reached 
the zenith of prosperity (v. 3). Thus, if 
God was vindicated by the trustful faith 
of His servant under these most exacting 
conditions, surely He can be likewise vin- 
dicated by my faith under any circum- 
stances. (2) Who took the initiative in 
setting in motion the trials of Job: Satan 
or the Lord? What should this mean to 
me? (3) Whose name and honor were 
most at stake during these trials? From 
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what viewpoint should this teach me to 


(4) How did Job 


view his vast possessions so that their loss 


look upon afflictions? 
brought no resentment? 


SATURDAY, MARCH 8 


Jos 2 (1) What test touches a man most 
deeply? Compare Satan’s knowledge of hu- 
man nature (v. 4) with Christ’s words in 
Lk. 14:26. (2) Whom does Satan often 
use as instruments of his subtlest tempta- 
tions? With wv. 9, 10 cf. Mk. 8:32, 33. 
(3) What indication is there that despite 
his spiritual victories, Job’s sufferings were 
still very real? Otherwise this book would 


not exist. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 9 


jos 3 (1) What great problem is raised 
here? Which verse expresses it most suc- 
cinctly? (2) How did Job view death? 
Wherein does the Christian view differ or 
go beyond this? Cf. Phil. 1:23. (3) Ex- 
press in your own words Job’s attitude of 
(vv. 25, 26). 
Find a verse in c. 1 that illustrates it. 


mind before trouble came 


MONDAY, MARCH 10 


jos 4 (1) According to Eliphaz, what 
kind of a life had Job lived? But what 
conclusion did he imply from the sweeping 
questions of v. 7? (2) Read v. 6, “Hath 
not thy piety been thy confidence, and the 
perfection of thy ways thy hope?” On 


what do I count for acceptance before 





EVERY MORNING ... 


God? (3) What did Eliphaz’ vision empha- 
size concerning God? Are these the things 


I would stress to someone in trouble? 


TUESDAY, MARCH 11 


Jos 5 (1) What had experience taught 
Eliphaz to expect to happen to the wicked 
(vv. 3-5)? (2) Note his advice. Is it good? 
Did Job need such advice? Cf. 2:10. Do 1? 
(3) What verse in this chapter is the most 
comforting to one in trouble? Note its 


relationship to v. 17. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 


Jos 6 (1) How do Job’s questions (v. 5) 
illustrate the fact that his complaints are 
not without reason? (2) Why did Job so 
earnestly long for death? What is the dif- 
ference between his longing and Paul’s 
to “depart” from this world (Phil. 1:23, 
24)? (3) Read “or” in place of “but” in 
v. 14. Has this a message for me? What is 
the point of likeness between Job’s friends 
and the water brooks? Is there one friend 
on whom I can count in adversity? Cf. 
Pro. 18:24. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 13 


jos 7 (1) What one word describes the 
mood of Job here? Contrast v. 6 with I 
Pet. 1:3, 4. (2) What was Job’s outlook 
on death? Why is ours different? (3) 
Note v. 20 R.V. “If I have sinned, what 
do I unto thee, O thou watcher of men?” 
12-21) is 
God’s chief activity in relation to man? 


What does Job complain (vv. 








Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 




















After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 














1. Is there any example for me to 
seek to follow by God's help? 


2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 























3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 


4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so. what are its conditions? 


5. What does this passage teach me 
(by illustration or statement) about 
Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 
my life? 

6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 


How can this same thought become a com- 
forting one? See Ps. 33:13, 18, 19. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 14 


jos 8 (1) What is Bildad’s main conten. 
tion (vv. 3, 20)? Whose fate does he sug. 
gest illustrates this truth? (2) “Betimes” 
(v. 5) means “early.” Compare wv. 5, 6 
with 1:1, 5. (2) In what way can the rush 
and the flag be illustrative of “all that 
forget God,” and how can a spider’s web 
and an uprooted tree picture “the hypo- 
crite’s hope”? Were these comparisons ap- 
plicable to Job? What necessity do they 
emphasize for my life? Cf. Jer. 17:7, 8. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 15 
jos 9 (1) Bildad’s twofold remark in 8:20 


is doubly questioned by Job: a. How cana 
man be esteemed perfect in God's sight? 
b. How can one account for the supremacy 
of evil? (2) What misconception did Job 
entertain concerning God’s allowance of 
his sufferings? What assurance is given 
in the N.T. to dispel any such attitude on 
(Rom. 8:28)? (3) What great 
lack voiced here is supplied in the person 


of Jesus Christ? Cf. I Tim. 2:5. “Days 


my part 


man” (vy. 33) means umpire or go-hetween. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 16 


jos 10 (1) What does Job in the boldness 
of despair demand that God show him? 
When I am faced with baffling troubles, 
what do I ask God to show me through 
them? Cf. Ps, 139:23, 24. (2) Why does 
Job throw himself back on God even though 
He now appears to be his enemy? (3) 
Study wv. 18-22 as revelatory of the state of 
mind of those who do not know God 
through Christ. What answer could I give 
to such an one to show that there is a 


meaning in life? 


MONDAY, MARCH 17 


jos 11 (1) What was the only evidence 
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that led Zophar to repudiate Job’s claim 
of innocency? Does such evidence neces- 
sarily indicate sin? Cf. Lk. 13:1-5. (2) 
The great gap between man’s ignorance 
and God’s omniscience cannot be bridged 
by man’s searching (vv. 7-12). Consider 
then the necessity of divine revelation. See 
Jn. 1:18. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 18 


jos 12 (1) What kind of a spirit did Zo- 
phar’s remarks arouse in Job? Did those 
who mocked the Saviour meet with such 
a response (Lk. 23:34-39) ? Whose example 
will I follow? (2) Vv. 7-11 


contempt of his friends’ professed wisdom. 


show Job’s 


What they say about God’s power is known 
even to birds, animals and fishes. (3) All 
acknowledge God’s omnipotence over the 
forces of nature. But do I as fully realize 
His power in the particular sphere stressed 
16-25? What 


make in my praying? 


in vv. difference will this 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19 


jos 13:1-22 (1) Job accuses his friends of 
using false arguments to maintain God's 
cause. In my zeal to convince others, do 
I ever make sweeping generalities that 
I cannot prove? Where I lack knowledge, 
what is the wise course? Cf. v. 5 with Pro. 
10:14, 19. (2) Job is ready to risk his life 
by demanding of God a hearing for his 
case. Contrast his position with ours. Whom 
do we have to plead in our defense (I Jn. 
2:1)? How has Job’s twofold request (v. 


21) been answered for us? 


THURSDAY, MARCH 20 


Jos 13:23-14 (1) Does Job claim to be 
utterly without sin? (2) On what ground 
does he urge God to relax His continual 
scrutiny of man? (3) The theme of wv. 7- 
22 is hope. What hope did Job feel he 
must relinquish? Note his simile (R.V. v. 


19) “so thou destroyest the hope of man.” 
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Contrast Rom. 8:20-25. Have I a hope that 
enables me to rise victoriously above pres- 


ent trouble and suffering? 


FRIDAY, MARCH 21 


jos 15 (1) Does the tone of my conversa- 
tion in controversial matters tend to pro- 
duce a spirit of reverence and prayer in 
my opponent (v. 4)? (2) If I endeavor 
to view the world as God sees it, what 
must be my opinion of man (vv. 14-16)? 
(3) Contrast the anxiety and fear of wv. 
21-24 with II Tim. 1:7. But do all who 
rebel against God suffer such calamities as 
those of vv. 28-35? 


SATURDAY, MARCH 22 


Jos 16 (1) How may I learn “to speak a 
word in season to him that is weary” (Isa. 
50:4)? (2) 


sufferings with those of another who never 


Cf. the description of Job’s 


did any injustice (Ps. 22). Do I realize 
with Job (v. 11) that the ungodly and 
wicked cannot touch me except with God’s 
permission? Cf. Acts 2:23. (3) Despite all 
God has allowed, Job still turns to Him 
(v. 20). What does this indicate in Job? 


SUNDAY, MARCH 23 


jos 17 (1) Whose heart was hid from un- 
derstanding (v. 4)? Do I so desire a depth 
of understanding as to avail myself con- 
stantly of the divine provision for it? See 
Ps. 119:99, 100, 130. (2) The 


word “Sheol” translated “grave” in v. 13 


Hebrew 


and “pit” in v. 16 denoted something be- 
yond burial, and referred to the abode of 
the spirit as distinct from that of the body. 
(3) Job expected only corruption for his 
body and hopelessness for his spirit. Con- 
trast our expectation in I Cor. 15:51-57. 


MONDAY, MARCH 24 


jos 18 (1) Whom does Bildad show to be 
responsible for the fall of a wicked man? 


Two things are insinuated: a. Job is a 


wicked man. b. His sufferings cannot be 
blamed entirely upon God. Note the prin- 
ciple involved, Gal. 6:7. Are all my dif- 
ficulties simply trials planned by my heav- 
enly Father? (2) Observe the words net, 


toils, gin, snare, noose and trap in vv. 8-10 


(R.V.). What do these suggest concerning 


Satan’s activity? How can I escape his 
meshes? Cf. Eph. 6:11. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 25 


Jos 19 (1) Contrary to his friends’ ex- 
planation, how does Job account for his 
desperate plight? (2) Prayerfully let me 
read vv. 13-22 asking God to keep me from 
failing my friends in trouble. Do I thank 
Him for His promise to me, “I will never 
(3) Who 
gave Job faith to utter the confident decla- 
ration of vv. 25, 26? Cf. Matt. 16:17. Even 
while Job complained that God was per- 


leave thee, nor forsake thee”? 


secuting him, God was present in marvel- 
lous pity and love, meeting his deepest 
need (17:15). 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 


jos 20 (1) Upon what was Zophar’s an- 
swer based—divine revelation or wishful 
human logic? Am I alert to this distinc- 
tion in philosophical and religious discus- 
sions? (2) Compare his conclusions as to 
the outcome of the wicked with Ps. 1:6. 
But is the claim of v. 5 borne out by ex- 
perience? Why does God not always strike 
down offenders immediately? (3) Why is 
material prosperity a very poor thing in 
which to rejoice? Cf. v. 28 with Ps. 62:10 
and Pro. 23:5. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 27 


jos 21 (1) In opposition to Zophar’s 
statements, what does Job point out con- 
cerning the wicked? What is the signifi- 
cance of the “therefore” in v. 14? “How 


oft” (v. 17) seems to imply “how rarely” 
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The questions of THIS MORNING 
WITH GoD are based on the Scripture 
passages followed by the Senior Notes 
of the Scripture Union series. North 
American office of the Scripture Union 
is 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, On- 
tario. A year’s subscription to the 


Senior Notes is 90¢, provides extra 
help on these same passages. 


and v. 18 is rendered by some as a ques- 
tion. (2) How then are some wicked men 
punished? Cf. v. 19 with Ex. 20:5. (3) 
What is the difference and what the simi- 
larity pointed out in vv. 23-26? Is justice 
always meted out in this life? Cf. v. 30 
with II Pet. 2:9. (4) What was the root 
cause of the failure of Job’s friends to 


comfort him (v. 34)? Consider this well. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 28 


jos 22 (1) Note R.V. of v. 4, “Is it for 
thy fear of him that he reproveth thee?” 
So Eliphaz claims God will not punish Job 
for righteous conduct. So what is his con- 
clusion (v. 5)? (2). Should I believe the 
“logical” deductions of Eliphaz’ theory 
(vv. 6-9) or God's own statement (1:8)? 
What about other spheres of knowledge 
where there is similar divergence between 
man’s logic and God’s statement? (3) 
Could the appeal and promises of wv. 21- 
30 be used effectively these days? Only 
note—instead of material prosperity, what 
does the Lord promise His followers in 
this age? See Phil. 4:19. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 29 


jos 23 (1) Compare Job’s bold statements 
(vv. 4, 5) with his actual conduct in God’s 
presence (40:4 and 42:3). (2) Consider 
the purpose in testing gold. What is God’s 
purpose in testing men? Read I Pet. 1:7 
and Isa. 1:25. (3) If Job had had to choose 
between breakfast or meditation over God's 
word, which according to his own declara- 
tion (v. 12) would he have chosen? How 


important is God’s word to me? Cf. Jn. 


4:32, 34. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 30 


Jos 24 (1) The latter part of v. 12 voices 
one of Job’s unsolved problems. Does he 
view God (as some philosophers do today) 
as having set the world in motion and 
then paying it no more attention? See v. 
23b. (2) Observe v. 13. Sin is more heinous 
in proportion as it is sin against knowl- 
edge. See Jn. 3:19. If I “know the ways” 
of the light, as revealed by the Light of 
the world, am I “abiding in its paths”? 
Read James 4:17. 


MONDAY, MARCH 31 
jos 25, 26 (1) What was the essence of 


Bildad’s answer? Was it adequate to meet 
Job’s Likewise consider whether 
the declaration of the truth of Rom. 3:23 
alone will save anyone. Only as it is 
coupled with the gospel (as in Rom. 6:23) 
can those conscious of their own inability 
and lack of wisdom (26:2, 3) be truly 
saved. (2) Job himself can observe God’s 
power in nature. 14, R.V. 


“these are but the outskirts of his ways.” 


need? 


But note v. 


What is the usual result in those who 


profess to find in nature alone the key to 
understanding God? See Rom. 1:20, 21. 

THIS MORNING WITH GOD was prepared 
by Jane Hollingsworth (1-6) and Yvonne 
K. Woods (7-31). 


REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 
“THE DANGER OF DISBELIEF’ — by Dr. 
Paul White, General Secretary of the Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship of Australia, published 
by the IVCF, U.S.A. Price: two copies for 
5¢; per 100 copies $1.75. 


“IS SINCERITY ENOUGH?"'—by Dr. Ar- 
nold Aldis, Professor of Surgery at Cardiff 


University, Great Britain. Published by the 
IVCF, U.S.A, Price: three copies for 10¢; 
per 100 copies $2.50. 


These two evangelistic tracts written by 
medical men, both active in Inter-Varsity 
circles, are entirely different in character 
but both should prove effective aids in win. 
ning students and others to Jesus Christ, 
The former, anecdotal in character, graph. 
ically deals with sin and its consequence, 
comparing it to a cancer. The latter is a 
well reasoned and very helpful treatment 
of a very common mistake—“It does not 
really matter what you believe, as long as 


you are sincere.”—csw 


“CHRISTIAN STUDENTS IN A COMMU. 
NIST SOCIETY''—by David H. Adeney. Pub- 
lished by the IVCF, U.S.A. 56 pages. Price 
35¢ per copy. 


This small, significant volume tells the 
story of the China Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship immediately preceding and dur- 
ing the first eighteen months of the Com: 
munist regime. The first chapter, “Before 
the Revolution,” shows how China’s youth 
was ripe for the Communist ideology and 
how the Communist leaders, realizing the 
strategic place of the universities, made 
every attempt to infiltrate student organ 
izations, including the CIVCF. The genv: 
ine spiritual fervor of most of these groups, 
however, made it difficult for counterfeits 


to function effectively. 


Upon the fall of China, the Communists 
—realizing they couldn’t expect to change 
the thinking of the entire nation overnight 
—concentrated their efforts on young pee 
ple of university age and under. The Youth 
Corps was organized, and young people 
were subjected to intensive indoctrination 
programs designed to “convert” them to 
the Marxist dialectic. Some weaker Chris 
tians were ready prey. But many were 
greatly strengthened because of the opposi 


(Continued on page 23, column 2) 
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Sixth in a series of 


Old Testament Character Studies 


Author: Ralph DeGroot 


|. was A dark and stormy time for the people of 
Israel, an era of materialism. Religion was at a 
low ebb. 

The sons of the high priest, Eli, who should 
have been the spiritual leaders, were wicked; and 
by their wickedness they discouraged even the true 
people of God from coming to the seat of religion 
at Shiloh. 

But no doubt many people were beseeching 
Jehovah to return their nation to the God of Abra- 
ham. Did God hear those prayers? 

Among the devout of the nation was a lonely 
woman praying for a child and promising that, 
should Jehovah grant her prayer, the child would 
be His to be used in His service. In His answer 
to this woman, God in His loving kindness was 
preparing the way to answer the prayers of His 
people. 

Though Samuel was still a young child, his 
mother brought him to the tabernacle at Shiloh to 
minister before the Lord. If any fear had sprung 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


A leader in Christian Reformed denominational 
circles, Ralph DeGroot is also the national Presi- 
dent of the Christian Labor Association. Some 
time ago he organized “The Committee of Seven” 
—a group seeking to eliminate lewd and obscene 
literature from newsstands. 


up in the mother’s heart that her little child might 
be harmed by the contact with the wicked sons of 
Eli, her faith in God was strong enough to counter- 
act that fear with the belief that, since God had 
heard and answered her prayer, He also would 
watch over the young child. 

And so we find him in the tabernacle, clothed 
as a little priest, doing service for the Lord. This 
young lad, who was destined to become one of the 
greatest men of the Old Testament, was minister- 
ing unto Jehovah. He was breathing every moment 
the atmosphere of the house of God and using 
every day the symbols of things divine. 

But for some time Samuel did not hear the voice 
of the Lord because at this time there was no open 
vision, and a pronouncement from Jehovah was 
“precious.” However, in showing faithfulness and 
obedience in performing the tasks laid upon him 
by Eli, Samuel was being groomed by Jehovah for 
greater tasks. God now speaks to His servant. No, 
not to the hign priest Eli, as one would suppose. 
While Samuel was sleeping, the Lord clearly called 
his name. Obediently and immediately, thinking it 
was Eli, Samuel answered. Three times he arose 
and went to Eli at the call of his name. Then Eli 
began to realize that the Lord was calling Samuel 
and gave him words to speak that are among the 
most beautiful in all Scripture: “Speak; for thy 
servant heareth.” , 


This is a startling picture. Jehovah is not only 
revealing Himself to a child but is pleased to re- 
veal judgment upon the house of Eli, the child’s 
superior. The wickedness of Eli’s sons and Eli’s 
own weakness in not reproving them was to bring 
upon his house the judgment of the Lord. Could 
not the Lord have told this directly to Eli, since 
he was the high priest? Fellowship with the Lord 
can be maintained only by obedience to His word 
and His will. 

The ordeal of telling Eli the Lord’s message was 
to face Samuel in the morning. Thoughts raced 
through him . . . “If I reveal this message of 
Jehovah to Eli, will he send me away from this 


place I love so dearly? Will his wicked sons hear 
of it and seek to do me harm?” 

But Samuel is also a faithful friend, and upon 
the insistence of Eli he informs him of the im- 
pending judgment. As much as he loves Eli, he 
cannot withhold from him the truth—to do so 
would not show real affection and respect. A true 
friend knows when rebuke is the best kindness. 
This character trait of true friendship which he 
now showed toward Eli, he later manifested toward 
the whole nation, and even later toward King Saul. 
He was courageous in his warnings to the king, 
and after Jehovah’s rejection of Saul, Samuel 
mourned for him until the day of his death. 

From the time of the Lord’s appearing to him, 
Samuel was regarded as a prophet. The Lord had 
rejected Eli and his house, and we read “The Lord 
was with Samuel.” This fact was soon acknowl. 
edged by all the people of Israel. The presence 
of the Lord in a life dedicated to Him cannot be 
hidden. The Lord had accepted Samuel, and his 
work as prophet of the Lord, performing priestly 
duties of intercession on behalf of the people and 
acting as their ruler and judge, was now beginning. 

But all was still now well with Israel. It had been 
twenty years since the Philistines had sent the Ark 
of Jehovah back across the border. At that time 
the Lord had slain many people because they had 
dared to look into the Ark, forgetting God’s holi- 
ness. So at this juncture Samuel fulfilled his three- 
fold office: as a judge he called the people together 
at Miszpeh; as a priest he offered sacrifice for 
them; and then as a prophet he admonished them 
to put away the strange gods. As Moses of old, 
he prayed for God’s people, and God heard and 
answered his prayer and warded off the impending 
danger by discomfiting the army of the Philistines. 

Then from the people came the strange request 
for a king to rule them. Up to this time they had 
been under the direct rule of God, and now they 
wanted to be ruled like other nations. The love 
of Samuel for God and for the people only accen- 
tuated the grief of his heart as he bore their re- 
quest to the Lord. He was displeased and angry 
with the people, and his heart was torn by their 
disloyality—not to him, but to their God. 

However, he had to learn to disregard his own 
feelings. The people had rejected the direct rule 
of the Lord, and God was apparently allowing their 
wish for a king as He told Samuel to grant their 
request. But Samuel did not refrain from warning 
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them of the burdens the king would impose upon God’s ways are behind the scenes, but He moves 
them. His heart-break showed in the conclusion all the scenes which He ie behind. 

of his warning: “and ye shall cry out in that day —Joun Netson Darsy 
because of your king which ye shall have chosen 

you; and the Lord will not hear you in that day.” 

Yet after warning them severely, he assured them And because Saul did not repent, Samuel was 


that he would continue to pray for them and to given the privilege of anointing another king, a 
lead them in the right way. man after God’s own heart, destined to be an an- 


talinky des cables teieat Meten: the vesgie-at cestor of the promised Messiah of His people. 


Israel had entered upon a new era. Now again a Dedicated to the Lord in his early youth by his 
change took place, and this time under the guid- devout mother, he devoted his whole life to the 
ance of Samuel. Directed by God, Samuel was to service of the Lord. By the grace of God he could 
anoint their first king. Did he hate the king be- look back upon a life well spent = complete love 
cause of the disloyality of the people, or was there and obedience to his Lord, serving with all the 
jealousy in his heart because of the place of lead- love of his heart, using the talents the Lord had 
ership that he had assumed up to this time? No, entrusted to him. When the Lord took him unto 
he was not seeking his own honor, and he would Himself, it truly could be said that here was a 
gladly step aside so long as it was God’s will. How “great en of Israel of whom the world was not 
his heart must have ached as he saw how this new worthy. END 
king became disobedient to his God and was re- 
jected by God. His great love and friendship which 
was first revealed to his old friend Eli, and later 
toward God’s people, is also shown toward the way- (Continued from page 20) 


ward King Saul. tion, and some non-Christians found the Lord as 


When the Lord told Samuel that He. repented their Saviour. 

Himself that He had set Saul to be king, Samuel At first the official attitude toward Christian groups 
was grieved and cried unto the Lord all night. was rather broad, because of the announced: policy 
Early in the morning he went to meet Saul and in- of religious toleration. But at the student level this 
quired of him the meaning of the bleating of sheep began to narrow, until in many places effort was 
and the lowing of oxen. Saul was quite careful to made to force the Christians to adopt Communism 
explain that it was “the people” who had brought or, if this failed, to suppress their activities. 

back the spoil from the Amalekites in spite of the 
Lord’s command to consume all the Amalekites and 
their possessions utterly. He was also careful to 
explain that the animals were to be used as a sac- 
rifice “unto the Lord thy God.” Saul was already 
forsaking the Lord his God and referred to Jehovah 
as Samuel’s God. 


REVIEW SHELF 


The chapter, “Communism as a Religion,” shows 
in several particulars how this ideology seeks to 
counterfeit many of the strong emphases of Christian 
life and growth —the necessity of conviction, the 
value of public testimony, personal “witnessing,” 
sacrifice, a missionary spirit, and a careful under- 
standing of one’s basis of faith. 


The failures of Eli, the failures of the people, But in spite of all the force arrayed against 
and now the failure of Saul brought from Samuel Chinese university students, numbers of them are 
the most dramatic pronouncement of his career: “holding fast to their profession without wavering.” 
“Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings The book is generously supported with specific illus- 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? trations, and ends with a plea for an understanding 


Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to of the plight of the Chinese Christians that will re- 
hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as sult in earnest, definite prayer for them.—LsT 


the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as in- 
iquity and idolatry.” After Saul’s short-lived re- 
pentance, born out of self-pity, Samuel came no Many persons might have attained to wisdom, 
more to see Saul, but mourned for him until the had they not assumed that they already possessed 
day of his death. it. —SENECA 


HIS, MARCH, 1952 23 





ei agp 
. * yee 


—inmnnntoonineg gy 


parr 





ee perce oe 


< 


ae 
*, 


ne ging 


- ee TS 


sir 


ety 
4 


iv eae 
. ‘ 


. 





Limodern missionary reporter 
interviews a charter 


oe) oe 


Missionary Society about rit 











an interview with 


OUR FIRST MISSIONARY 


. 
is Is A DAY of great missionary activity. 

Perhaps there are more young people in mission- 
ary training at various Bible schools, colleges, and 
seminaries than there have been since the first cen- 
tury. The selection of a mission board will soon 
present itself as a vital issue to many missionary 
candidates. To the command of going forth to bear 
fruit, our Lord added the words, “and that your 
fruit should remain.”! Thus, it behooves them to 
make thorough investigation and choose the group 
they are persuaded is operating along sound Bibli- 
cal lines. Theirs is not to read this book or that 
but to check with the Book itself. 

Why not learn missionary principles from the 
first foreign missionary? Let us bring out the vet- 
eran Apostle Paul for an interview. As reporters 
we shall ask him the usual who, what, where, how 
and why. 


WwHo 

First, Paul, we would like to ask, ‘Who should carry 
this message?” 

In my introductory remarks in the Roman letter 
I am very clear on this. First of all, I “received 
grace.”? No one can bear this message who has not 
experienced the grace of God in his heart. Sec- 
ondly, notice I was “separated.”’ That is, I was 
singled out from all the Christians in Antioch to go. 


for today’s candidates 


By CHARLES CORWIN 


But this separation began right from birth, for it 
was according to His sovereign will that He should 
reveal His Son in me that I might preach Him 
among the heathen.* Then at conversion He laid 
the burden of the heathen upon me.‘ 

Well, how do we find out if He wants us, Paul? After 
all we don't see visions nowadays. 

I covered this toward the end of the same letter. 
If you will present your life completely to Him, 
once for all, for whatever He wants, whether to 
stay at home as James or to go as I—then you will 
find out His holy and perfect will for your life.® 
But remember, I got busy in my home town of 
Tarsus first’? and was active for a year in Antioch® 
before the church there saw it was God’s will to 
send me out.’ They ratified what I felt was God’s 
leading. 


Sort of the idea that yow can't steer a ship uniess it’s 
moving? 


That’s right! 


Thanks, Paul. Can you tell us about the people you 
will visit? Who are they? 

That’s easy. I am going to both the Greeks and 
the Barbarians, to the wise and the unwise.'® God 
is no respecter of persons.'' I will go to the Jews 
of every city first'? (for they are the heirs of the 
covenant), to the swashbuckling stevedores of Cor- 
inth, the philosophers of Athens, the farmers of 
Lystra, and even to old Agrippa himself if God 
opens the way. However, I will be careful to give 
priority to those who have not heard the Gospel 
once before allowing others to hear it twice; it is 
my ambition to preach where Christ has not already 
been named.'’ If you remember, at one time I 
wanted to turn north into Bythinia in Asia Minor, 





but the Holy Spirit stopped me and showed me 
through the Macedonian vision'* the greater need 
in Europe. 


WHAT 
Now fell us, Paul, what are you going to preach? 


Nothing else but Christ crucified.'5 I placarded 
Him crucified before the Galatians, you remem- 
ber.'© I will preach not myself but Christ Jesus the 
Lord.'? To the Jews I will proclaim Him as the 


promised Messiah who fulfilled all the Scriptures 
written of Him.'® To the Gentiles I will declare 
the true and living God whom they know from cre- 
ation and providence, and His Son, Jesus Christ, 
who died to rescue them from sin and rose again 
to give them hope.'? The principle is this: Jesus 
Christ will meet anyone in his particular need. 


WHERE 
Another matter we want fo clear up Is where will you 
preach this Gospel? 


I will go wherever there are people. On the 
Sabbath you will find me in the synagogues;*° the 
rest of the time you will find me in the market 
places,?! centers of learning,”? or going from house 
to house.?3 


You mentioned at the end of the Roman letter that 
throughout your itinerary from Jerusalem as far out as 
illyricum you had “fully preached the Gospel.''?4 Do you 
mean fo say that you went to every hamlet and village 
throughout Asia Minor and Greece? 


No, this was quite impossible. But I did make 
the gospel available to everyone, so that eventually 
everyone will hear. 


Oh, how is that? 


With Jerusalem as a home base I went around in 
a circle to the main cities, Illyricum being on the 
western extremity of the circle.*5 I lived for a while 
in each city, from three weeks”° to three years?’ as 
the Lord directed, beseeching men night and day” 
with tears to repent”? and be reconciled to God 
through Jesus Christ.5° Then, from these key cities 
the gospel was sounded out to all the neighboring 
towns?! by the converts I trained up in the faith in 
our seminars.’? Leadership was provided by the 
men who accompanied me, such as Sopater of 
Berea, Aristarchus of Thessalonica, Timothy of 
Derbe, and Tychicus of Asia.*? These faithful men 
learned from me the great doctrines of the faith™ 
and also saw firsthand the methods used in pro- 
claiming it to lost men.*5 Hence, my removal would 
not endanger our missionary program. 


HOW 

Now we understand your broad principles of opera- 
tion, Paul, but we would like to be more specific. Just 
exactly how did you conduct yourself as a missionary in 
these cities? 


First of all, you must understand that this is a 
spiritual ministry. I served God in the Gospel of 
His Son “with my spirit.”3© This means that car: 
nal weapons are excluded.’”? Coercion,’® false 
fronts,*’ the awe of organization,’ enticing words 
of man’s wisdom,*! can never bring men to Christ. 
To lay hold of Christ in living faith they must see 
Christ. The only way they can see Him is in me; 
that was God’s purpose of calling me, to reveal His 
Son in me.‘? So I count all my attainments as 
refuse,’ I glory in my infirmity,‘ I am weak in 
Him.*5 I go down with Christ Jesus as a corn of 
wheat into the ground to die*® that I might bring 
forth fruit. There is no other way. Then, as I live 
a resurrection life by the power of God,‘” men see 
Jesus Christ, not Paul. As far as I am concerned, 
to live is Christ.4* I won’t venture to speak of any: 
thing except what Christ has worked through me.” 

How did you get that way, Paul? We see little re 
semblance between us and Christ. Easier said than done. 


It is never done till He makes the final transfor- 
mation in glory.5° You evidence a mark of matut- 
ity by confessing that you have not attained.*! It 
is a lifetime process, but as you with unveiled face 
behold the glory of the Lord through the Word 
and prayer, you will be continually changed from 
one degree of glory to another by the Holy Spirit.” 
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Yes, we see, it must be a spiritual ministry, but what 
about the physical needs of the world? Would you do 
anything to alleviate its sufferings? 

Certainly! It is by word and deed that the gospel 
is proclaimed. The acts of mercy God works 
through me are the credentials of the message that 
it is of Him.5’ With the gospel I give myself as 
their servant for Jesus’ sake that all can see how 
affectionately desirous | am of them.** 

WHY 

One point remains to be cleared up, Paul. Why are 
you going to the foreign field? After all, with your edu- 
cation and former position with the Sanhedrin,55 don't 
you think you would be more effective here at home? 

There are four good reasons I am going to the 
mission field. First and above all, the love of 
Christ constrains me to go.°® Consider what a 
wretch I was. I breathed out threatenings and 
slaughter against the Christians.5”? I caused them 
to blaspheme that Holy Name.** As a lion I de- 
voured the innocent lambs of Christ. Right in the 
midst of my ruthless actions, the Lord of glory ap- 
peared to me and put my name along with that 
noble company in the Book of Life.5? If He had 
cast me into the depths of hell, I could have only 
said, “Righteous and just thou art.” What match- 
less grace, what condescending love! What else 
could I do but present my remaining years to Him 
as a living sacrifice? The love of Christ hems me 
in. I can do nothing else than obey His command 
to preach the gospel to the heathen. Secondly, I 
am a debtor to the heathen. They are my cred- 
itors because the Gospel was committed to me for 
them. It was the very job He gave me to do:°! 
thus I owe my life to them. I am the prisoner of 
Jesus Christ for the Gentiles.°* Woe to me if the 
debt is not paid.®? Thirdly, I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
unto salvation. It alone can break the bonds of 
sin which shackle the world. What else can rescue 
mankind from the abyss? What else could turn a 
cruel jailer in Philippi into a warm, loving Chris- 
tian?5 What else could cause a runaway slave to 
return voluntarily hundreds of miles to his master 
who had full rights to punish him severely? What 
else could extirpate a deep-seated religion from a 
people in Ephesus so that they burned their mag- 
ical books valued at 50,000 pieces of silver? 
Lastly, I long to harvest some fruit for the master.“* 
My glory, joy, and crown of rejoicing at the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus will be to present a few sons 
of darkness as mature children” in the kingdom of 
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His dear Son. This I know will be an acceptable 
offering”! and a sweet savor to God.7? 
CONCLUSION 

Well, Paul, we're beginning to see the picture. But 
tell us, what do you expect in the way of results? Not 
all will believe, will they? 

Certainly not. Most will oppose the message, for 
it will hit their sin.?> But as I faithfully preach 
and live, the Lord will call out those whom He has 
chosen from the foundation of the world.”4 

Well, why go if they are already chosen? 

They show that they are chosen by responding in 
faith to the message. As many as are ordained to 
eternal life will believe.’”> And they will not call on 
Christ unless they believe in Him, nor will they 
believe on Him unless they hear, nor can they hear 
without a preacher.” Don’t ask me to resolve this; 
God said, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the glad tidings,’ that’s enough for me! 
There’s nothing now for me to do here, I’m press- 
ing on.”? You may stay, I’m going! Goodbye! 
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W. HAVE OFTEN been told that the answer to Cain’s 
famous question “Am I my brother’s keeper?” is 
a very decided “Yes!” But I wonder how often 
we have really acted in the light of this responsi- 
bility. It is a responsibility which applies, of 
course, to our brothers after the flesh, to our fel- 
low-students and room-mates and all those around 
us with whom we share the community of life. 
Ezekiel 33:8 makes it quite clear that it is our 
responsibility—and not merely our privilege—to 
let them know what are the judgments of God, that 
is, His righteous standards and requirements. 

But the responsibility of being our brother’s 
keeper applies even more particularly to our 
brothers after the spirit, those who with us have 
been born “not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

The Christian life is essentially a corporate af- 
fair. Whether we like it or not, we are John Smith’s 
brother if we have both been born again. He may 
be a weakling and rather poor at games, he may 
always be saying the wrong thing and making a 
foo! of himself, but if we have both been born of 


God’s Spirit, then we are indissolubly linked and 
he is “a member of the family.” When we are 
born again, we are made members of the Body of 
Christ, and as fellow-members of the Body of Christ 
we are “members one of another” (Romans 12:5 
R.S.V.). And in just the same way as the effici- 
ency of our physical body is impaired when one 
part is not functioning properly, so the Body of 
Christ, of which we make up the component parts, 
will suffer if one of us is not functioning properly. 
In the economy of God’s Household, I am depend- 
ent on you and you are dependent on me. 

All this teaching receives added significance 
when we realize that we each have a special func- 
tion assigned to us in the Body of Christ which 
no one else can perform. We have a task given 
to us which no one else can do. It is first and fore- 
most a spiritual assignment and has to do with the 
unseen things which are eternal, and if we are to 
fulfill it properly we shall have to come to that 
place where we recognize that far more real in 
God’s sight than the outward form of things are 
the spiritual lives of His children—the intangible 
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By PETER HAILE 


things of whether they love Him, whether they 
really trust Him, whether they think about Him 
and whether their wills are set to obey Him. These 
are the eternal things, the things that are real, the 
only things that God is ultimately concerned about. 
Our special function may be that of being an 
“apostle” or a “preacher” or an “evangelist” or a 
“pastor” or a “teacher,” but essentially it is a spir- 
itual function, and what God is concerned with is 
not that we should be “a good preacher” but that 
through our ministry people should be brought to 
a deeper faith in Him, to more implicit and un- 
questioning obedience to Him, and to a more aban- 
doned love for Him—or, in other words, that there 
should be more of Christ in them and less of them- 
selves. 

It is very remarkable to note what was the 
subject of our Lord’s last conversation with Peter 
when He commissioned him to be the chief apostle 
of the early church. We would have expected the 
Lord to give Peter a whole gamut of instructions 
as to how to organize things, but instead He just 
asked him a simple question: “Peter, do you love 
me?” Then, having been assured of this, He gave 
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him the simple command: “Feed my sheep.” It is 
interesting too to note that this command was given 
to Peter so shortly after Peter’s failure when he 
denied his Lord for fear of what a little serving- 
maid would think of him. We all know that we are 
unworthy to hold any position of responsibility in 
God’s Household, but our sense of unworthiness is 
an excellent and essential reason for our being 
given the task. It was only when Peter had been 
brought to an end of himself, when he had gone 
out and wept bitterly, that the Lord could give him 
this responsibility. Of course, Peter had to do some 
organizing, but the organizing was subsidiary to the 
spiritual side of things. Organization is only justi- 
fiable insofar as it directly serves spiritual ends. 
In fact, Peter and the other apostles soon gave the 
organizational ministering to the deacons so that 
they themselves could be given wholly to the first 
priorities of “prayer and the ministry of the 
Word.” We all have functions in the Body of 
Christ from the very day we are converted, and 
those functions are primarily and essentially spir- 
itual and not organizational or administrative. 
Have you ever stopped to ask yourself what 
function you have been called upon to perform in 
that little microcosm of the Body of Christ which 
is your Inter-Varsity chapter? You who are exec- 
utive committee or cabinet members, have you ever 
stopped to consider what your responsibilities really 
are as the leaders, the “elder brethren”? You are 
not more important in God’s sight than the younger 
members, but your responsibilities are more exten- 
sive. You have the function of being “under- 
shepherds” of God’s flock, and there is a real sense 
in which God is going to hold you responsible for 
what happens to your “younger brethren.” God 
has put them into your charge and one day you 
will have to give an account to the Master when 
He comes to receive His own. You are indissolubly 
linked with all who are your brethren in Christ, 
and their weakness is your weakness, their poverty 
is your poverty; if they hunger and sicken, you 
hunger and sicken with them; but their health is 
your health, too, and their strength is your strength. 


Are you staggered at these responsibilities? Are 
you saying: “Who is sufficient for these things?” 
Then take courage and remember that God’s grace 
is sufficient for you and that His strength is made 
perfect in weakness; remember that “His divine 
power hath granted us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness”; remember that “I can do all things 





through Christ who strengthens me.” And remem- 
ber furthermore that in God’s Word you are given 
instructions as to what your responsibilities are and 
how to fulfill them. 

For instance, take Paul’s second epistle to Tim- 
othy and apply it to yourself in your position of 
responsibility in your local Inter-Varsity chapter: 
THE “RULE BOOK" 

(1) “Do not be ashamed then of testifying to 
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but take your 
share of suffering for the gospel in the power of 
God.” Did you realize that it was one of your re- 
sponsibilities as an executive committee member to 
be unashamed of witnessing to the Lord Jesus 
Christ? It is also one of your responsibilities not 
to be ashamed of other Christians— including those 
who witness in a way that you think is “unwise” 
or “lacking in tact” or “using the wrong approach.” 
You must stand with him and own him joyfully be- 
fore the world as your brother in Christ. 

(2) “Follow the pattern of sound words which 
you have heard from me, in faith and love which 
are in Christ Jesus; guard the truth which has been 
entrusted to you, by the Holy Ghost who dwells 
within us.” It is your duty to see that sound doc- 
trine is imparted to the chapter. You must not let 
false teaching creep in, but in faith and love you 
must see that strict adherence to the Word of God 
is maintained. The power to enable you to do this 
comes—not from your own intelligence or deter- 
mination—but from the Holy Spirit who dwells’ in 
you. 

(3) “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.” In the Lord Jesus Christ there is grace to 
meet all your needs: grace to make you loving, 
grace to make you patient, grace to make you obe- 
dient, grace to keep you trusting; and it is your 
responsibility to make use of this grace. It is yours 
for the asking. 

(4) “What you have heard from me entrust to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” 
Yours is the task of seeing that the members of 
your chapter know the truths of the Word of God 
and that they pass those truths on to the “next 
generation.” 

(5) “Take your share of suffering.” There will 
be the suffering that arises from being misunder- 
stood; the suffering that will come from giving up 
things which may in themselves be quite innocent, 
but which may lessen your effectiveness as a wit- 
ness to the-Lord Jesus Christ; the suffering that 
will come from “keeping to the rules” of the Chris- 
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tian life (one of which is to go and confess your 
sins to anyone whom you have wronged—some- 
times a most unpleasant business); the suffering 
of learning by experience not to trust in yourself 
but in God who raises the dead. 

(6) Remind them that even if we are faithless 
God remains faithful, and “charge them before the 
Lord to avoid disputing about words, which does 
no good but only ruins the hearers.” How often 
have your Bible studies degenerated into useless 
discussions about whether the “camel” and the 
“eye of a needle” were a literal camel and a literal 
eye of a needle? How often have you disputed to 
no profit over pre-destination and free-will, for- 
getting that “the fullness of truth when refracted 
in the human mind must often appear in the form 
of paradox”? To suppress such useless disputa- 
tions requires but a simple word: “I don’t think 
that this is really getting us very far; let’s get back 
to the text of our passage.” 

(7) “Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who has no need to be 
ashamed rightly handling the word of truth.” Study 
the Word of God—not to win the praise of men as 
being learned scholars—but to be able to present 
yourselves to your heavenly Teacher without apol- 
ogy. 

(8) “Shun youthful passions.” One of your spe- 
cific responsibilities as “under-shepherds” of God's 
flock is to say a deliberate “No!” to the lust of the 
flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 
This is not something merely for your own good; 
it is your spiritual charge and privilege to aid the 
growth of the young Christians whom you have lead 
to the Lord. Their spiritual growth will not be re- 
tarded if you are faithful in maintaining right atti- 
tudes toward the many passions of life, such as 
ambition and pride. 


(9) “Aim at righteousness, faith, love and peace, 
along with those who call upon the Lord from a 
pure heart.” 


(10) “Have nothing to do with stupid senseless 
controversies.” Are you involved in a_profitless 
argument with some other Christian which is ruin- 
ing your love for him? 


(11) “Continue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believed.” Don’t be like the waves of 
the sea, driven with the wind and tossed, but be 
like Oliver Cromwell’s soldiers of old who “knew 
what they fought for and loved what they knew.” 
The charge is reiterated here of holding fast to the 
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truth of the Word and of refusing to be side- 
tracked by the deceptions of men and of devils who 
set themselves up against the knowledge of God. 

(12) ‘Preach the word, be urgent in season and 
out of season, convince, rebuke, and exhort, be un- 
failing in patience and in teaching.” 

(13) “As for you, always be steady, endure suf- 
fering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry.” Always be the same from day to day— 
not joyful and elated on one occasion and then mis- 
erable and unco-operative on the next. Be like an 
athlete in training, regular and disciplined in your 
habits. Be ready to “give and not to count the cost, 
to fight and not to heed the wounds.” Regard it as 
your daily work to seek to bring others to the Lord, 
and be diligent in these things and give yourself 
wholly to them. 

These are your responsibilities as “under-shep- 
herds” of God’s flock. “Now may the God of peace 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will, working in you that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever.” END 


CELESTIAL RAILROAD 
(Continued from page 10) 


lar drowsiness here overcame me, owing to the fact 
that we were passing over the enchanted ground. 
| awoke, however, as soon as we crossed the borders 
of the pleasant land of Beulah. The sweet breezes 
of this happy clime came refreshingly to our nos- 
trils; we beheld the glimmering gush of silver foun- 
tains, overhung by trees of beautiful foliage and 
delicious fruit, which were propagated by grafts 
from the celestial gardens. Once, as we dashed on- 
ward like a hurricane, there was a flutter of wings 
and the bright appearance of an angel in the air, 
speeding forth on some heavenly mission. 

The engine now announced the close vicinity of 
the final station-house by one last and horrible 
scream, in which there seemed to be distinguishable 
every kind of wailing and woe, and bitter fierceness 
of wrath, all mixed up with the wild laughter of a 
devil or a madman. 


While the horrid clamor was still ringing in our 
ears we heard an exulting strain, as if a thousand 
instruments of music, with height and depth and 
Sweetness in their tones, at once tender and trium- 
phant, were struck in unison, to greet the approach 
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of some illustrious hero. Looking to ascertain what 
might be the occasion of this glad harmony, I per- 
ceived, on alighting from the cars, that a multitude 
of shining ones had assembled on the other side of 
the river, to welcome two poor pilgrims, who were 
just emerging from its depths. They were the same 
whom Apollyon and ourselves had persecuted with 
taunts, and gibes, and scalding steam, at the com- 
mencement of our journey — the same whose un- 
worldly aspect and impressive words had stirred my 
conscience amid the wild revellers of Vanity Fair. 

“How amazingly well those men have got on,” 
cried I to Mr. Smooth-it-away, “I wish we were 
secure of as good a reception.” 

“Never fear, never fear!” answered my friend. 
“Come, make haste; the ferry boat will be off di- 
rectly, and in three minutes you will be on the other 
side of the river. No doubt you will find coaches 
to carry you up to the city gates.” 

A steam ferry boat, the last improvement on this 
important route, lay on the river side, puffing, snort- 
ing, and emitting all those other disagreeable utter- 
ances which betoken the departure to be immediate. 
I hurried on board with the rest of the passengers, 
most of whom were in great perturbation: some 
bawling out for their baggage; some tearing their 
hair and exclaiming that the boat would explode or 
sink. Looking back, I was amazed to discern Mr. 
Smooth-it-away waving his hand. 

“Don’t you go over to the Celestial City?” ex- 
claimed I. 

“Oh, no!” answered he with a queer smile, and 
that same disagreeable contortion of visage which 
I had remarked in the inhabitants of the Dark Val- 
ley. “Oh, no! I have come thus far only for the 
sake of your pleasant company. Good-by! We 
shall meet again.” 

And then did my excellent friend Mr. Smooth-it- 
away laugh out-right, in the midst of which cachin- 
nation a smoke-wreath issued from his mouth and 
nostrils, while a twinkle of lurid flame darted out 
of either eye, proving indubitably that his heart 
was all of a red blaze. The impudent fiend! To 
deny the existence of Tophet, when he felt its fiery 
tortures raging within his breast. I rushed to the 
side of the boat, intending to fling myself on shore; 
but the wheels, as they began their revolutions, 
threw a dash of spray over me so cold—so deadly 
cold, with the chill that will never leave those waters 
until Death be drowned in his own river—that with 
a shiver and a heartquake I awoke. 

Thank heaven it was a Dream! END 
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Color Prejudice 


Fas AMAZING QUESTION which I still ask myself is 
why Islam (which in slavery denies the brother- 
hood of man) succeeded in solving the colossal 
question of race and color at points where Chris- 
tianity has failed. I do not compare Christ and 
Islam but Christianity and Islam; for we know 
Christ’s views on this painful question.” 

This quotation is from the testimony of an Arab 
Moslem who became a Christian. 

What then is the experience of the average col- 
ored student who comes to this country? A num- 
ber have been asked to give their frank views on 
this point and the following paragraphs are the 
result. 

Our first interview is with an African from Ni- 
geria. He was brought up in a Christian home and, 
with his father and mother, attended church regu- 
larly at home. His whole life was closely linked 
with the Christian community of his home and 
village. When he won a scholarship to England 
many were envious of his opportunity to see Chris- 
tian England at first hand. First experiences how- 
| ever were not very reassuring. On his first Sunday 
| he went to the local church near his lodgings. His 
| landlady smiled a little when he asked her where 
| the church was, and said, “Oh, we never go to 
» church, I’m afraid.” To his great amazement the 
church was very nearly empty and no one seemed 
to welcome him. He sat down in a seat which was 
unfortunately that of some “pew holder,” and when 
| they later arrived he had to move down and a few 
| stern. looks were given him by the family. After 
the service he expected that, being a stranger, some- 
| one would talk to him, but to his great surprise no 
one took the slightest notice of him except some 
| young boys who laughingly pointed at him and 
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said, “Look, there’s a nigger boy.” 

He went several Sundays to this church hoping 
that it would become his spiritual home, but still 
he was completely ignored by the minister. One 
day a missionary from Central Africa came to 
speak at the church and, after the service, spoke 
to him. He was asked round to the minister’s house 
to tea and the visiting missionary showed a group 
of people some pictures which were mostly of semi- 
naked Africans in the primitive villages in the 
Congo. Well-meaning people tried to engage him 
in conversation, but they seemed to be unfortunate 
in their choice of question. “Do you find the wear- 
ing of clothes rather a difficulty?” said one lady. 
“What a change it must be coming to civilized Eng- 
land after living in mud huts,” said another. These 
simply annoyed our Nigerian friend, who was nat- 
urally a little sensitive about such things. His re- 
ply was characteristic: “If I go back to Africa will 
I show my friends pictures of the slums of London? 
Why then do you think that all Africa is like this? 
I hope to take a B.Sc. in science at the end of my 
three years here. How could I be doing that if I 
came from such conditions?” Sadly he decided 
that he would stop going to the church where he 
was ignored and even apparently insulted. His 
father wrote begging him to continue, but he found 
that most of his friends had stopped going to 
church and together with them he used Sunday as 
an opportunity for a bit of extra work. 

Our second interview was with an Indian Hindu 
who seemed to be very interested in Christianity as 
a religion. He had been given a New Testament 
by one of his Christian friends at college and felt 
that perhaps the best way of finding out the truth 
would be to live with a Christian family. So he 


33 








found out addresses of three landladies who, ac- 
cording to the authorities, were churchgoers. He 
telephoned the first house to inquire if there was a 
room available and was asked to come to see it. To 
his great astonishment he was greeted on his arrival 
with a look of amazement on the part of the land- 
lady, who said that she did not take colored people. 

At the other two houses more or less the same 
thing happened, and in one case the landlady said 
that she had let the rooms in the half-hour between 
his telephoning and his arrival! Such treatment 
from so-called Christians embittered him and he be- 
gan to realize that what he had always thought 
about the hypocrisy of Christians might be true. 

The third interview was a little more encourag- 
ing. Another Indian had been invited to an inter- 
national party organized by the IVF in London. 
At this party he had met a number of other stu- 
dents, one of whom asked him down to spend 
Christmas at his home. He was received with open 
arms and soon became one of the family. As they 
were washing up after breakfast, the host asked if 
he would like to go to the Christmas morning serv- 
ice with them. It was his first visit to an English 
church and he found a very full church and a num- 
ber of people came up to him afterward to speak 
to him and wish him a happy Christmas. This 
week-end visit was repeated frequently until it be- 
came almost an understood thing that he could 
“drop in” at any time. This home became his home 
and gradually he began to see what it was that was 
so attractive about it. The whole life of the home 
centered on their religion and Jesus Christ seemed 
a real person to each one of them. 

Occasionally as he moved about London he would 
experience foolish, insulting remarks or, worse still, 
the raised eyebrows of surprise that a colored man 
should be doing this or that. But such actions now 
had little effect, for deep down he knew that “his 
family” loved him and it seemed to make up for all 
the other difficulties. Our Indian friend is about to 


return to India now as a Christian and his final: 


remark to me was, “I thank God that I met real 
Christian friends in my early days here.” 

When asked what advice they would give to 
overcome this racial prejudice they all said the 
same thing. “We don’t mind the ordinary person’s 
attitude so much, for, as educated people, we can 
laugh at their ignorance. But what we do mind is 
the lack of real love and friendship shown by so- 
called Christians. Could your churches not show 
that Christian love can break down your English 
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reserve? Could your Christians not show that they 
love us as individuals and not as curios or souls 
to be won?” 

On the political and international side too they 
had much to say. Should the Christian not have 
some conscience about such things as the South 
African attitude to color? Must it be left to non- 
Christians to raise such things in the councils of 
the world? In this and many other aspects of life 
the monster of color prejudice is raising its ugly 
head. Have we nothing to say on it and nothing 
to do about it? END 
(Reprinted from the British IVF magazine, “Inter-Varsity”) 


CONVENTION REPORT 

(Continued from page 2) 
Board, and member of the faculty of Moody Bible 
Institute, brought a meditation .on I Corinthians 
11:23-34, and led in the serving of the Lord’s Sup- 
per to the entire Convention body, assisted by the 
ministers and missionaries present. 

It was with hearts committed to God for the days 
of preparation that still lie ahead for most of them 
as well as for the days of foreign service in the 
more distant future that students left Urbana at 
the beginning of the new year to proclaim Christ 
on their campuses. END 


SINCE YOU ASKED 
(Continued from page 15) 

Christian faith. As apologists, in other words, we 
end with the infallibility of Scripture, but as -sys- 
tematic theologians we begin with it. Systematic 
theology, we think logically begins at the point 
where apologetics has left off. Apologetics estab- 
lishes the full truthfulness of the Bible, and then 
systematic theology proceeds to set forth the teach- 
ing that the Bible contains. ~./_, 9 END 
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our FIRST MISSIONARY 


(Continued from page 27) 
52. II Corinthians 3:18 66. Philemon 10-12 


II Timothy 3:16 67. Acts 19:19 
53. Romans 15:18, 19 68. Romans 1:13 
54. I Thessalonians 2:8 69. I Thessalonians 2:19 
55. Acts 26:10 70. Colossians 1:28 
56. II Corinthians 5:14 71. Romans 15:16 
57. Acts 9:1 72. II Corinthians 2:15 
58. Acts 26:11 73. Romans 10:16 
59. Acts 9:5 74. Ephesians 1:4 
60. Romans 1:14 75. Acts 13:48 
61. Ephesians 3:7 76. Romans 10:44 
62. Ephesians 3:1 77. Romans 10:14 
63. I Corinthians 9:16 78. Romans 15:23 
64. Romans 1:16 79. Philippians 3:14 
65. Acts 16:33, 34 END 
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Maria Teresa de Giustina 
presents the work of 


IFES in Italy 


| TRIUMPHANT work of God among students in 
Italy is just beginning—or so many people are as- 
sured. To tell of the joys and victories as well as 
the problems and potentialities, Maria Teresa de 
Giustina gives her testimony. Maria Teresa is a 
member of the European Evangelistic Crusade, 
loaned by the Crusade for student work on a part- 
time basis. As the only staff member for 183,000 
students her responsibility is more heavy than she 
can carry, and although she has help from two 
graduates in Genoa—Giona and Elia Prencipe— 
and from a young American missionary in Florence 
—Arthur Wiens—all the work they can do, hum- 
anly speaking, is the proverbial “drop in the buck- 
et” to what needs to be done. But under God noth- 
ing is impossible. 

In His good time there is His assurance of an 
adequate staff of national workers assisted perhaps 
by some missionaries, of adequate evangelical lit- 
erature in the Italian language, of a sound camp 
program, of assistance and encouragement by 

Italian friends and brethren—for all that will make 


TOP: Christian students at the camp Poggio Ubertini 
CENTER: IFES students on a holiday hike 


RIGHT: Maria Teresa de Giustina 
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Kindle my coldness with the fire of Thy love, 
Enlighten my blindness with the brightness of 


Thy presence. —Tuomas A. Kempis 


for a strong, virile testimony for Christ to the 
Italian student world by the Italian people them- 
selves. 


As the Renaissance came to Italy centuries ago, 
so prayer is now being made for another renais- 
sance—an awakening to the glory of God and His 
Christ, that another masterpiece — His workman- 
ship—may be brought forth to the praise of His 
grace throughout the eternal ages. Will you join 
this group, who will read of and then pray for 
(and perhaps give toward and go into) such a 
testimony in this land? This land has seen the 
power and the glory of the Caesars and of artists, 
and it has known our “own elder brother, Paul.” 
Pray that his message from God may no longer 
be held captive, but be spread abroad throughout 
valley and hill-top country and throughout the 
colonnaded halls of culture and education in every 
one of the twenty-seven universities where, in the 
not-too-distant future, Maria Teresa and many 
others pray to see His Word and work established, 
as she tells in her own words of testimony and 
report. 


“When I was in the University of Genoa study- 
ing before the war, I did not care much about 
Christ and what He had done for me. I liked 
studying very much and always thought that cul- 
ture and good education could make good men. 
My aim was to help my people to become more 
cultured and therefore more civilized. I had a lot 
of illusions about men [mankind] and about myself. 


“When the war came I lost all my illusions. I 
saw men killed in the streets, families left home- 
less because of the destruction and the bombs, and 
I saw men forced to leave their families to enter 
concentration camps to die 


“All these things were a terrible shock to me 
and little by little I began to realize that all my 
theories about the goodness of men were just, illu- 
sion. I realized that men were wicked and so was 
I. I had the desire then to establish my life on 
something sure and strong. Then I understood 


Every heresy shows some subtle connection with 
inadequate views of the sinfulness of sin. 
—BisHop Mou.e 


that Jesus Christ died for me and that He was that 
foundation upon which I could build my life. | 
therefore accepted Him as my personal Saviour. 


“Since then I have constantly felt His presence 
and even through difficulties He has proved Him. 
self faithful and real to me. 


“After finishing my studies in the University, 
I went to Bible School in Switzerland. I did not 
know my Bible very well and practically everything 
was new to me, but the time in Switzerland was 
very precious. 


“In Switzerland I heard for the first time of the 
work among students, and immediately I felt the 
importance of this work as well as for Italy’s many 
other needs. There is very little evangelical liter. 
ature; children’s work is almost non-existent; the 
churches are in need of teaching and guidance. 


“There are many possibilities in Italy today. 
Evangelical workers are few and the Church of 
Rome is strong and powerful, but the God of the 
impossible is with us. 

“Now I am affiliated with the European Evangel- 
istic Crusade and do translation work and child- 
ren’s work for them, and they have also given me 
permission to do some student work part-time. 


“It is a great joy for me to tell the blessed 
story to those who, tomorrow, will be the leaders 
of our country and try to lead them to the Lord. 
‘Thou art my King, O God, through Thee will we 
push down our enemies; through Thy name vill 
we tread them under that rise up against us’ (Ps. 
44:4, 5). 

“This year I have been working among students 
in Florence only since I am also needed in this 
city for the translation and children’s work. 


“T am in charge of the work here and can say at 
the year’s end: Eben-ezer!—The Lord has been with 
us. Nearly every week there have been some new 
students at our Bible class. We have had the joy 
of seeing a young German fellow converted through 
the testimony of an American missionary who is 
working with us here. Another one was converted 
through reading his Bible; he is now happy in the 
Lord and gives a wonderful testimony to his com- 
panions and to his family. 

“We also gather weekly for prayer and know 
that the Lord meets with us. I have also had the 
joy this year of seeing those who are Christians 


growing in the Lord and in the knowledge of His 
Word. 
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“In Italy there is not much work among students 
and it is not well-known. The difficulty is that in 
the universities one hardly finds any Christians, 
much less those who could lead a group. 

“In addition to a group in Florence, a small 
group now exists in Genoa—a little lamp in that 
big university of 9,000 students. There is another 
group in Naples with only three Christian students 
among 28,000! There are four Christian students 
in Arezzo, whom we know, and a handful in Pisa. 

“We have twenty-seven universities in Italy with 
about 183,000 students. 

“The field is very large and the workers are very 
few. The greatest need is prayer. Prayer changes 
things. 

“*Pray for all the saints and for us that utter- 
ance may be given unto us, that we may open our 
mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the 
Gospel’ (Ephesians 6:19), and ‘A great door and 
effectual is opened unto me, and there are many 
adversaries’ (I Corinthians 16:9).” END 


EDITORIAL 
(Continued from back cover) 


mental doctrine, who is busy in Christian service. 
All these things may be mere externality. A man 
or woman of God is one in whom there is increas- 
ingly manifest the beauty, the character and the 
power of Christ; is one in whom the measure of 
Christ is increasing while self is decreasing; is 
one who truly has a heart for God and the things 
of the Spirit, and whose life is governed by the 
principles of God’s Word. 

And what are some of these principles? 

The seeking first of God’s kingdom and right- 
eousness which is not earthly organization. 

Obedience to the new commandment of Christ, 
that believers should love one another as Christ 
has loved them. 

The walk on earth in the Spirit. 

Loving not the world nor the things of the world. 

Resistance of the devil. 

The principle of the crucified life. 

The mind of Christ in the Christian. 

The walk of the Christian in the light where one 
is instantly conscious of sin and where sin is in- 
stantly confessed and forgiven. 

The pilgrim heart in the journey from earth to 
Heaven. 

Truth in the inward parts which is what God 
desires. csw 


ey 
————— 


letters from our readers 


MORE DIGNITY 

I have just read the article “A Plea for Christian 
Dignity” in the November issue of His magazine 
and wish to express my appreciation for this 
straight-forward approach to a problem that too 
many fundamentalists are entirely unaware of. 

Since I have been reading your magazine over 
three years I have come to an increasingly greater 
regard for the fine work you are doing in making 
evangelistic, fundamental Christianity meaningful 
for students and, for that matter, all Christians. 


Scottdale, Pennsylvania EDGAR METZLER 


[Regarding] the article by Dr. Tozer—‘Christian 
Dignity”—I wish every minister, every song leader, 
every conference director in the world might have 
a copy of it and be made to read it every day for 
a year! My abhorence of the wise-cracking song 
leaders knows no limit—even the piano players tear 
over the keyboard in a wild marathon. Hymns are 
made hash of as the women are asked to sing one 
verse and keep quiet while the men sing another. 
Won’t you please use your influence to stop such 


vulgar (that’s what it is) antics... . 
Schenectady, New York JULIA HANSON 


THE GIFT 

We are very much impressed by the article by 
Father Chiniquy in the December issue of His. 
Where can we obtain a copy of Father Chiniquy’s 
article? 
Rochester, New York LENNA NEFF BRADEN 


Pamphlets entitled “The Gift” may be obtained from The 
Continental Press, 260 North Third Street, Philadelphia, 


Pennsylvania.—ep. 


Thank you for publishing an “unpainted” ar- 
ticle (The Gift, by Father Chiniquy, December, 
1951). 


Providence, Rhode Island E. MAIRE 





the editorial 


Christian Principle or Personality? 


7. CHRISTIAN life cannot be lived in isolation 
because the Christian is in almost constant associa- 
tion with other men and women. Human relation- 
ships dominate most lives and some of these asso- 
ciations with their consequent responsibilities com- 
prise the most intimate moments of earthly life. 
Yet the Christian life is based upon the principles 
of the Word of God rather than upon any of these 
earthly relationships and their demands. This is 
not to suggest irresponsibility toward husband or 
wife, parent, or child. The principles of God’s 
Word themselves impose and insist upon rightful 
discharge of such responsibility. But primary loy- 
alty, love, and obedience is to God Himself, His 
will, His kingdom, and all earthly relationships 
with their demands and responsibilities are dis- 
charged as part of the divine will and subject to 
the divine will. However, being natural as well as 
spiritual, the tension of conflicting loyalties is an 
ever present possibility. This agonizing emotional 
and spiritual tension must be experienced to be 
understood. 


A Christian parent must bid farewell, perhaps 
for life, to an only child who sails for the foreign 
mission field. A young man must give up the ob- 
ject of his yearning love because she does not or 
will not walk with God. A Christian worker at 
home or abroad at times must seem to sacrifice 
his own family to God’s call to service. 


However, the tension between principle and per- 
sonality is by no means confined to such intimate 
relationships. 


Most difficulties within churches and organiza- 


tions, most quarrels, most divisions, are not priv 
marily because some Biblical principle is being 
violated, but rather because of personality probe 
lems within the sphere of human relationships— 
jealousy, selfishness, self-seeking, pride, avarice, 
covetousness, a domineering spirit, suspicion, lack? 
of consideration for others or a lack of patience, 
all too often are the root cause of broken fellow: 
ship. 

When broken fellowship is the result of such 
causes, principles of God’s Word which are not 
optional have been violated. Christians are com- 
manded to love one another and to live in unity 
and peace. Personal affinity, natural compatability, 
social grace and acceptability, natural gift—a com: 
mon economic standard of life, race, education, 
culture—these are not the bases of Christian fel 
lowship, but Christ and His Word is the one basis. 

Sometimes scriptural principle is ignored or de- 
liberately set aside because of personal feelings, | 
popularity, financial expediency, social position, 
self-preservation, or sheer moral cowardice. A per 
son is elected to office or not elected, sin is ig: 
nored, ruinous lack of spiritual leadership toler 
ated, because the basis of decision is personality 
rather than God’s Word. Pettiness, sensitiveness, | 
consideration for one’s own feelings at the expense) 
of the cause of Christ are likewise an abandonment 
of Biblical principle. 

The man or woman of God who is truly spit 
itual is not just one who has a ready word of 
testimony, who is separated in terms of fundamen- 
talist taboos, who is vocal in his belief in funda: | 


(Continued on inside back cover) 
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